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i Chapter 1
PURPOSE AND FORMAT OF THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
H | |
P Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the City of Bakersfield

(City) is required, after completion of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR), to consuit
o~ with and obtain comments from Public agencies having jurisdiction by law with respect to

g the proposed project and to provide the general public with opportunities to comment on
- the Draft EIR. The City, as lead agency, is also required to respond to significant
- environmental points raised in the review and consultation process.

L

This Final EIR has been prepared to respond to the public agency and general
- public comments received on the Draft EIR for the Kern River Parkway Pian (Parkway

' Plan), which was circulated for public review in July and August 1988. In addition, a
L public hearing was held before the City of Bakersfield Planning Commission on August
7%’“‘ 4, 1988 to receive input on the adequacy of the Draft EIR as required by CEQA.

¥ _ This document has been prepared in the form of an attachment or addendum to
\ the Draft EIR as allowed by Section 15146(b) of the State CEQA Guidelines. This
é document and the Draft EIR, herein incorporated by reference, constitute the Final EIR.
- Table 1-1 describes the sequence of events of the environmental review process
& for the Parkway Plan since publication of the Draft EIR. This sequence conforms to or
R ¥ exceeds the review process mandated by CEQA and City of Bakersfield Resolution 107-
x 86. Appendix | contains public hearing notices.

re

The Final EIR contains the following chapters:

o Chapter 2: This chapter includes a revised version of Table 2-1 “(Summary of
Proposed Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures)® to reflect comments

E of the recommended mitigation measures.
, o Chapter 3: This chapter contains changes to the project description, including
F2 changes to the Conceptual Plan Map to recognize mitigation measures,

- g
i

corrections and other changes to the Conceptual Plan Map, clarification of the
Non-City-Owned Lands Map, changes to the biological resources chapter,

5—% 3 and Kern River Plan Element (KRPE) land use designation comparison map.

O Chapter 4: This chapter contains City responses to significant environmental
v points raised during the Draft EIR public review process. City responses to
é i comments on the Draft EIR have been organized according to the chapters of
the Draft EIR. Some comments have been cross-referenced to other
responses to avoid duplication. Comments were not received on some

1-1




Table 1-2.

Comments Received on the Draft Environmental Impact Report
for the Kern River Parkway Plan

Date of
Comment Letter

Commentor

July 8, 1988
July 12, 1988

August 1, 1988

August 1, 1988

August 3, 1988

August 3, 1988
August &, 1988

August 5, 1988

August 5, 1988
August 8, 1988

August 9, 1988

August 9, 1988

August 11, 1988

WRITTEN COMMENTS

Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage District
Mary E. Collup, Manager

Kern County Museum
Carola G. Rupert, Director

California Department of Parks and Recreation, Resource

Protection Division
Richard G. Rayburn, Chief

Kern County Department of Public Works
Martin V. Taylor

North Bakersfield Recreation & Park District
Colon G. Bywater, Superintendent Planning and
Construction

Rickett, Ward, Delmarter and Deifel
Joseph A. Rickett

California Department of Boating and Waterways
William H. lvers, Director

Kern County Health Department, Environmental Health
Division '

Vernon S. Reichard, Director, Environmental Health
Services

. The Nature Conservancy

Rick Hewett

Kern River Parkway Committee
Bill Cooper, Chairman

Department of the Army, Sacramento District Corps o
Engineers, Planning Division

Walter Yep, Chief

Albert Franklin

California Department of Transportation
Nathan M. Smith, District Transportation Planner
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Table 1-2. Continued

Date of
Comment Letter

Commentor

August 11, 1988

August 11, 1988

August 12, 1988

August 14, 1988

August 14, 1988
August 14, 1988

August 16, 1988

August 20, 1988

WRITTEN COMMENTS (Cont.)

Kern County Department of Planning and Development

Services
Randall L. Abbott, Director

Kern County Water Agency
Stuart T. Pyle, General Manager

Office of Planning and Research
David C. Nunenkamp, Chief

Sierra Club, Kern-Kaweah Chapter
Arthur Unger, Conservation Chair

John Sweetser

Dennis Fox

United States Department of the Interior, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Sacramento Endangered Species

Office
Gail C. Kobetich, Field Supervisor
Kern County, California Native Plant Society
Lorraine L'Herrou Unger, Treasurer

ORAL COMMENTS

Comments Received at the Plannin Commission Hearin
on the Kern River Parkway Plan 5ra;t EIR - August &, 1988

Lorraine Unger, Kern County, California Native Plant Society

Arthur Unger, Sierra Club

Dennis Fox

1-5
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Chapter 2
REVISED SUMMARY TABLE

Table 2-1, "Summary of Proposed Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures,” is
hereby amended to summarize impacts and mitigation measures that are being added to
the EIR and to reflect the status of recommended mitigation measures. The status of
each mitigation measure shown in Table 2-1 falls under one of the following categories.

- mitigation measures that have been incorporated into

o Plan Map Changes
the Final Master Plan Map. (See Chapter 3, "Changes to the Project
Description,* for further discussion.)

o) ftiqation - mitigation measures that will be incorporated into
Parkway design or administration as the Parkway Plan is implemented.

o i A i - mitigation measurses that are

partially or fully outside the City’s jurisdiction or authority or that require
cooperation from outside parties before full implementation of the measure
can be achieved.

o} Nat Implemented - mitigation measures that will not be implemented by the
City of Bakersfield. A Statement of Overriding Considerations may be

necessary.

Text in standard print indicates original text from the Draft EIR; text in italics is
added language; text that has been struck out is either deleted language or mitigation
measures that are no longer applicable because other measures were implemented.
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Chapter 3

CHANGES TO THE PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This chapter summarizes all City staff-recommended changes to the proposed
project based on the findings of the Draft EIR, comments received during the Draft EIR
public review process, and other necessary corrections to the project description.

CHANGES TO THE CONCEPTUAL PLAN MAP
TO INCORPORATE MITIGATION MEASURES

Numerous mitigation measures recommended in the Draft EIR to reduce significant
adverse impacts to a less-than-significant level have been incorporated into the Parkway
Plan. The plate following page 3-4 presents the revised Parkway Plan, consisting of the
Final Master Plan Map. Table 3-1 briefly describes the following: ’

o)

(o]

0

0

(o)

original land use designation on the Conceptual Plan Map,
impacts of that land use,

recommended mitigation measures to reduce the impact to a less-than-
significant level,

land use changes incorporated into the Parkwéy Plan, and
revised land use designations on the Final Master Plan Map.

As shown in Chapter 2, "Revised Summary Table," the following are the only
mitigation measures affecting the Conceptual Plan Map that were not incorporated in their
entirety into the Final Master Plan Map:

o The City should abquire the two privately owned parcels designated Service

Industrial located immediately west of Golden State Highway and Freeway 99
to control land uses on these parcels and then redefine their Service Industrial
designation on the Conceptual Plan Map to riparian.

The City intends to pursue acquisition in full fee the parcel located west of
Golden State Highway and to obtain an easement through the parcel located
west of Freeway 99 (see "Clarification of the Non-City-Owned Lands Map”
discussion in this chapter). :
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o The City should relocate the proposed rest area between the Golden State
Highway and the SPRR line to a site at least 350 feet east of the SPRR line or
least 200 feet west of the Golden State Highway.

CORRECTIONS AND OTHER CHANGES TO THE CONCEPTUAL PLAN MAP

The following lists corrections and other changes to the Conceptual Plan Map in
addition to those changes recognizing mitigation measures: :

hanges t

o The title of the map has been changed from *Conceptual Master Site Plan for
the Kern River Corridor” to *Final Master Plan-Kern River Parkway."

o The Typical Rest Area’ has been redrawn to reflect two large trees, a drinking
fountain, and triple benches with turf in the bicycle path bypass area.

o The rest area description has been amended as follows: “Areas adjacent to
the bike path that eeuid would include information points, benches, shade

arbors trees, drinking fountains and localized landscaping.”

Land Use Changes

o The parking area immediately west of Chester Avenue on the north side of the
river has been eliminated to reduce water quality impacts to the raw water
source of the Kern County Water Agency improvement District No. 4 treatment
plant.

o The pedestrian tunnel under Chester Avenue on the south side of the river has
been eliminated because of police department security concems.

o The privately owned parcels immediately west of Golden State Highway and
Freeway 99 on the north side of the river have been redesignated from natural
open space 1o Service Industrial, consistent with the adopted Kern River Plan
Element (KRPE) of the Metropolitan Bakersfield Area General Plan.

o Riparian areas have peen added between the privately owned parcel

immediately west of Golden State Highway and the river and between the
recreation area immediately east of the Santa Fe Railroad tracks and the river.

o The landscaped area immediately north of the privately owned parcel west of
Freeway 99 has been relocated to the southern portion of that parcel.
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o} A.groundWater recharge area (lake) has been added immediately west of
Truxtun Lake. The recharge basin is consistent with the goals and policies of
the KRPE.

o The equestrian trail between Freeway 99 and the northeast corner of the
Texaco refinery has been realigned closer to the river shoreline.

o The landscaped area west of Coffee Road and the bicycle path on the south
side of the river has been relocated between the bicycle path and Coffee Road
embankment to provide a contiguous landscaped area adjacent to Coffee
Road, with fewer impacts to the Bakersfield Educational Studies Area.

o The equestrian trail has been realigned to follow the radius of the Arvin-Edison
Canal right-of-way immediately east of Coffee Road.

o The existing Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage District and Pioneer Canal
Headgates have been incorporated east of the Stockdale Highway Bridge.

Figure 4-1 of the Draft EIR is hereby amended to reflect the changes to the project
(see following page). ;

CLARIFICATIONS OF THE NON-CITY-OWNED LANDS MAP

~The Non-City-Owned Lands Map has been revised to differentiate the lands to be
acquired from those lands requiring only an easement or agreement to complete the
equestrian trail, provide a waterline, etc. (See plate following Figure 4-1.)

CLARIFICATION OF THE "LANDSCAPED AREA" DEFINITION

The Draft EIR is hereby amended to clarify the City’s intent on the use of native and

nonnative species in the proposed landscaped areas. Paragraph 2 on page 3-4 of the
Draft EIR is amended as follows:

planted with California natives or turfed e€ ative-or-nronnat .
lendseaping and artificially irrigated. (See the revised version of Table 8-3 in Chapter
5 of this report for a recommended list of compatible California native plant species.)
Portions of the Parkway that would be landscaped include the-amphitheater-site, major
road crossings, parking lots, rest areas, areas adjacent to existing canals and the bicycle
path, and areas that would serve as a visual screen from adjacent land uses. These
areas comprise 66 60 acres (27 acres planted with turf on the south side ot the river

in Reach 1 and 33 acres planted with California native species), or 4:6 4.3 percent
of the Parkway."
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: CHANGES TO CHAPTER 8, "BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES"

Because the Conceptual Plan Map has been changed to incorporate mitigatnon
measures, (as described above) the relationship of enhanced to disturbed areas in the
Parkway has-been changed. Therefore, the “Habitat Removal and Disturbance" impact
discussion on pages 8-15 and 8-16-of the Draft EIR has been revised as follows:

| nd Mitigati

Habitat Removal and Di
N rlEnhnm f i ral H rttn

Impact. Implementation of the Parkway Plan would result in the conversion of
483 137 acres of mostly disturbed riparian savanna, scrub, and riparian woodland
habitats to developed uses (recreation areas- #8 70 acres, landscaped areas- 65
27 acres, rest areas-2 acres, recharge basins-5 acres, parking lots- 8 5 acres, and
Service Industrial uses-28 acres). Most of the acreage proposed for land use
changes has been degraded by past ORV use and other human actxvut:es but

Under the Parkway Plan, 38+ 392 acres of riparian habitat, #6 77 acres of
freshwater marsh habitat, and 33 acres of landscaped areas are proposed for
revegetation and enhancement with native vegetation such as cottonwoods and tree
willows, as well as specses that would beneﬁt the kit fox, such as saitbush and grasses

pian Smce thtS ratro of enhanced to oonverted |ands is less-ﬂeen more than 3 1 (the ratxo
typically recommended by the DFG and USFWS), the conversion of 483 137 acres is
considered a sigrificant-adverse less-than-signiticant impact to vegetation and wildlife.
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(Because the enhanced to converted lands ratio changed, resulting in a less-
than-significant impact, this mitigation measure is hereby added to the impact,
"Potential Disturbance to Active Kit Fox Dens," as shown in the revised
Table 2-1 in Chapter 2, "Revised Summary Table," of this report.)

None required.

To further reduce the impact of converting 137 acres of native habitat to
developed uses, implementation of the foliowing measure could be considered:

o

The City should acquire the two privately owned parcels designated Service
Industrial located immediately west of Golden State Highway and Freeway S9
to control the land uses on these parcels and then redesignate the Service
Industrial designation on the Gereeptual Final Master Plan Map to riparian as
recommended by the USFWS (Kobetich pers. comm.). This would provide
increased habitat for wildlife and would limit permitted uses to those consistent
with the riparian theme of the Parkway Plan. The addition of the 28 acres
would increase the ratio of enhanced to converted lands to 3-++ 4.9:1, a-velde

215 } ::‘ BH it Pt cimie et D :::“":‘::::" SUCh a
redesignation would also require amendment of the KRPE’s designation of the
two affected parcels. '
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Chapter 4
RESPONSE TO COMMENTS
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

Comment: (California Office of Planning and Research)

This letter transmits agency comment letters received on the Draft EIR.
Response: No response necessary.

Comment: (California Department of Boating and Waterways)

If boating regulations are proposed, they must be prepared and submitted to our
Department prior to adoption and at least 30 days before the effective date therect,

in accordance with the requirements as specified in Sections 660 and 662, Harbors
and Navigation Code.

. Comment noted. No motorized boating would be permitted in the
Parkway; therefore, no boating regulations are proposed. The only kinds of
boating that would be permitted include windsurfing, kayaking, tubing, and rubber
rafting. However, if problems arise in the future and boating regulations are
required, the City would comply with the department’s boating regulations.

Comment: (California Depaitment of Boating and Waterways)
If the applicant determines waterway markers, e.g., signs or buoys, are necessary

to warn or advise boaters, the markers must be placed or installed in.accordance

with the requirements as specified in Title 14, Article 6, California Code of
Requlations.

Response: See response to Comment 1-2.
Comment: (U. S. Department of the Army)

Our comments on this project concerning the flood hazard aspect of the propased

plan remain the same as expressed in our letter dated March 29, 1988 to you,
commenting on the Draft EIR for this project. '

With regard to our regulatory responsibilities, if dredged o fil material, including
concrete is to be placed below the ordinary high water mark of the Kem River or

4-1




into wetlands, a Department of the Army permit will be required under Section 404
of the Clean W=tar Act. Typical fill activities which may require permits include
bank revetmen: amps, bridge approaches, bulkheads, building pads, and utility
lines.

It is our understanding that any work done on the Kern River Parkway Plan will
require the approval of the Kem County Water Agency, and a permit from the
Reclamation Board.

Respanse: The following language is hereby added to follow paragraph 3, "Scope
of EIR" (page 1-1 of the Draft EIR):

Agencies That Will Use This Report

As provided by the State CEQA Guidelines (Section 15231) several local and
state agencies will be responsible agencies (public agencies other than the City
of Bakersfleld that have discretionary approval power over the project) or trustee
agencies (state agencies having jurisdiction by law over natural resources aftected
by a project which are heid in trust for the people of the State ot Calitornia) tor the
proposed project.

Responsible agencles include:

o Kern County Department of Public Works - Roadway improvements under
County jurisdiction are the responsibility of Kern County.

Trustee agencies inciude:

o Callfornia Department of Fish and Game - State law gives the agency
responsibility for protecting the state’s interest in a natural resource.

T - An encroachment permit must
be obtained prior to commencement of any work or improvements, such
as trail crossings, landscaping, etc., within State Highway right-of-way
(Freeway 99). All work or improvements within this right-ot-way are
required to conform to state standards and specifications.

Kern River Lovee District - Work performed on or near Kern River levees
will require approval from the Kemn River Levee District.

California_Reclamation Board - A permit must be obtained prior to
commencement of any work or improvements within the primary

floodway. .

In addition, the U. S. Department of the Army would require a Section 404
permit if dredged or fill material, including concrete, is to be placed below the

4-2
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ordinary high water mark of the Kern River or into wetlands. Typical fill activities
include bank revetment, ramps, bridge approaches, bulkheads, building pads, and
utility lines.”

3-1

CHAPTER 3: PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Comment: (Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage District)

The District's main concem is regarding the operation of its headworks facility
located just east of the Stockdale Highway Bridge in an area designated in the plan
as riparian habitat. The operation of the facility requires periodic maintenance
which may involve plant and animal control. The District’s headworks facility has
not been identified as an existing development along the Parkway nor have the
maintenance requirements been addressed. We have suggested that a buffer zone
be added around the District’s facilities so that our maintenance operations may
be performed as usual.

Responsa: The Final Master Plan Map recognizes the district's existing headworks
facility located west of Stockdale Highway Bridge. Chapter 10, "Public Services and
Facilities,” of the Draft EIR explains that implementation of the Parkway Plan could
result in potential conflicts with operation of existing river weirs, canals, and
headworks. The Draft EIR identified the following mitigation measure o reduce this
impact to a less-than-significant level: "The City should review the Parkway Plan
with all water districts having water control facilities located within the Parkway prior
to implementation of any project works to ensure that the districts can continue
ongoing operation and maintenance of its facilities.”

Comment: (California Department of Parks and Recreation)

The Department of Parks and Recreation has reviewed the subject document. The
proposed project is in accord with the Department’s program to provide hiking and
riding trails for recreational use and to provide open space for resource
preservation.

Respanse: Comment noted. No response necessary.
Comment: (North Bakersfield Recreation & Park District)

We appreciate the opportunity to review the river plan. The plan seems to address
the issues from our point of view. Although this District is invoived in much higher
recreational intensity, the need for more natural experiences has been received
from our residents.

During our survey for our Master Plan and subsequent surveys, many requests

have been made regarding trail systems and preservation and land enhancement
of the river experience for today and generations.
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Response: Comment noted. No response necsessary.

Comment: (Kern River Parkway Committee)

Following page 3-12 is an excellent map depicting areas that should be acquired.
We heartily agree with this approach. The Parkway Plan should have an acquisition
program for habitat as well as park areas.

Response: Acquisition of habitat areas may be considered as part of the Habitat
Conservation Plan. (See response to Comment 3-5.) Currently, the City does not
have an ongoing acquisiton and funding program. The City, however, has
established a Park Planner position with responsibilities that include investigating
new funding sources for the improvement of parks, including those within the
Parkway. See response to Comment 3-5 for a discussion of possible funding
sources.

Comment: (Kermn River Parkway Committee)
More detail is needed in the area of funding. The Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP)

and the recently passed state bond issue on parks should also be discussed as
potential sources in more detail.

Besponse: The text beginning in paragraph 1, page 3-7 of the Draft EIR is hersby
revised:

e The following Is a list of
potemlal iundlng sourees tor habitat cquismon and Parkway Improvements.

Federal Funding Sources

0 Land and Water Conservation Fund

State Funding Sources

Wildlite Conservation Board

Environmental License Plate Fund

California Parklands Act of 1980

California Wildlife, Coastal, and Parkiand Conservation Act Initiative
Draft 1988 Park and Recreation Bond

Water Conservation and Water Quality Bond Law, 1986

Water Quality Bond Law, 1988, Draft

State Water Project, Kern Water Bank

00000000
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Mitigation funds

City and County parks and recreation departments
Private donations

Conservation organizations

t trateqi

Open space easements
Conservation easements
Transter of development rights
Restrictive covenants

Alternatively, the City may be eligible for federal funds under the Endangered
Species Act. Projects eligible for federal assistance include:

o

. Research for the restoration, conservation
and management of wildlife or their habitat; fleld inventories and surveys.

Land Acquisition. The purchase or lease ot lands or waters or interests
in lands or waters (e.g. conservation easements). Title to acquired
interests is given to the state.

. Includes capital improvements such as dikes, roads, and
trails, operation and maintenance of lands and faciiities, the manipulation
of habitat for wildlife, and the trapping and stocking of wildiife.

Cooardination. Administrative activities conducted to ensure that state
Pittman-Robertson projects are carried out in accordance with the act’s
requirements and with other applicable federal laws and regulations and

that these projects do not duplicate or conflict with other state or tederal
programs.

Planning. The development and Iimplementation of plans and
management systems for wildlife programs. A state has the option of
preparing “modular” conservation plans for district segments of its wildlife
program or a “comprehensive* conservation plan that covers its entire
activities. States also may design management systems through which
planning, programming, budgeting, implementation, and evaluation
activities are conducted in a unitorm and integrated manner.

Technical Assistance. The provision of technical assistance to other state
or federal agencies or to private landowners for the purpose ot improving
environmental conditions, protecting or creating habitat, or managing

wildlife populations, areas, and habitats for increased production or for
public use.
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o Hunter Education. Training programs for educating hunters in the sate
handling and use of firearms and archery equipment, hunter ethics,
responsibilities and outdoor survival, and basic wildlife management.
Funds also may be used for the construction, operation and maintenance
of public target ranges.

Other potential federal funding sources are:

o Dingell-Johnson Act,
o The Forsythe-Chafee Act, and
o The Pittman-Robertson Act.”

Comment: (Kern River Parkway Committee)

Something is needed to encourage an orderty program for development. For
example, a series of Specific Plans within the Parkway Plan itself. Possibly begin
with a Truxtun Avenue Specific Plan which would be completed within a period of
time including the necessary acquisitions. Next could be the so-called Rio Vista

Specific Plan, etc.

Response: Comment noted. The comment does not raise issues regarding the
content of the EIR. The City Council will, however, consider the comment in

making its decision on the Parkway Plan.
Comment: (Kern County Department of Planning and Development)

There appears to be a major omission in the Draft EIR. It fails to discuss the
existence of at least four County drainage systems that utilize the Kern River for
runoff disposal. They are:

o Northeast Bakersfield Drain - Runoff discharged by open channel parallel to
Manor Street (west side); proposed landscaping may impact channel use and

flow rates.

o North Chester/Hart Street Drain - No impacts noted.

o Oildale Drain - No impacts noted.

o Rosedale Highway/Freeway 99 Area Storm Drain - This system is part of an
existing Storm Drain Plan. It is intended to discharge runoff on the north side
of the river, west of Freeway 99. These proposed storm drain facilities may be

negatively impacted by the recreation area proposed. In addition, the City
storm drain in the area may also need further discussion.

4-6
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Response: The following language is hereby added to page 3-12 of the Draft EIR
to follow paragraph 6:

"Existing County Drainage Systems

The following four county drainage systems utilize the Kern River runoft
disposal.

o The Northeast Bakersfield Drain - discharges into an open channel
immediately after it crosses under the Carrier Canal. This open channel
then continues northward until it discharges into the Kern River Channel.
As shown on the Final Master Plan Map, this area is designated as natural
open space and would not be landscaped. The proposed parking area
*Trailhead,* would require a short portion of the open channel to be
converted to pipeline.

o North Chester/Hart Street Drain
o Oildale Drain

o Rosedale Highway/Freeway 99 Area Storm Drain - Is inactive at this time.
Once the Parkway Plan is implemented, allowance wouid be made for a
pipeline easement to cross the recreation area located immediately east
of the Santa Fe Railroad crossing on the north side of the river channel.”

Comment: (Sierra Club, Kern-Kaweah Chapter)

Page 9-15 states that an automobile bridge will serve the parking lot adjacent to the
amphitheater. A pedestrian tunnel under Chester Avenue is shown on the map
between pages 3-2 and 3-3. If the amphitheater is not built, will we need these
parking lots and this tunnel?

Response: As detailed in Chapter 3, "Changes to the Project Description,” the
pedestrian tunnel under Chester Avenue on the south side of the river has been
eliminated from the Parkway Plan because of police department security concerns.

Although the amphitheater has been eliminated from the Parkway Plan, the parking
areas and automobile bridge would still be required to serve anticipated
recreationists in Reaches 1 and 2. These reaches contain Riverview and Metro
Parks, a portion of the Kern River with a dependable water source, and an
equestrian area. Implementation of the Parkway Plan would also provide an
information center and turfed areas in these reaches. Therefore, heavy recreational
use is anticipated. In addition to providing access to the river, consistent with the
goals of the KRPE, the parking areas would decrease the number of people
crossing Chester Avenue, decrease the amount of litter in the Parkway because
people would not have to walk as far, and provide easy access to the river for all
segments of the community including the elderly, families with small children, and
the handicapped.

4-7
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Page 8-14 of the Draft EIR indicates that an overall shortage of parking would resulit
even with construction of the 10 proposed parking areas. As detailed in Chapter
3, "Changes to the Project Description,” two parking areas on the north side of the
river (west of Chester Avenue and west of the proposed Mohawk Avenue
extension) have been eliminated from the Parkway Plan and the parking area west
of Manor Street has been reconfigured to a smaller size. Therefore, the need for
the parking lot proposed adjacent to the amphitheater would be increased with
implementation of the Final Master Plan.

Comment: (Sierra Club, Kern-Kaweah Chapter)

We should not plan on having automobile bridges to access the Parkway. Parking
lots in the Parkway should be used to serve handicapped people. To minimize the
amount of habitat paved, the Final EIR should consider:

o Parking near the proposed Mohawk and Old River Bridges. People using this
parking could use pedestrian walks onto the bridge and then down into the
Parkway.

o Pedestrian bridges over streets bordering the Parkway connecting with existing
parking for businesses that might be closed on weekends.

o Limited time parking in the Parkway, so that picnic baskets, packages, and
handicapped persons could be dropped off.

o Constructing parking lots so they can become the ground floor of parking
buildings.

Response: Because the Parkway resource is confined within a series of levees and
canals, access to the river would require the construction of automobile bridges.
The Draft EIR did not identify any significant adverse impacts resuiting from
construction of the automobile bridges. Significant impacts resulting from
implementation of the parking lots have been mitigated to a less-than-significant
level. (See Chapter 3, "Changes to the Project Description.”) In addition to the
handicapped, the parking lots are also intended to serve other user groups, such
as the elderty and families with small children. See also response to Comment 3-
8.

Comment: (Sierra Club, Kem-Kaweah Chapter)

The Mcintosh EIR shows a freeway along the Cross Valley Canal, near the
Bakersfield Educational Studies Area. Is there anything to be done now to mitigate
such an event?

Response: The final highway alignment describing the site-specific location and

detailed engineering design has not been identified. A final Route Adoption Study
identifying the final alignment and an environmental document addressing impacts
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will be complsted prior O construction of the highway project. At this time,
mitigation will be identified, if required. Appendix Il contains a letter from the Kern
County Council of Governments (COG) regarding the location and status of the
Westside Highway Corridor Project.

The proposed Westside Corridor (Highway 58/178), as presently identified in the
Waestside Corridor Study (Barton-Aschman Associates, Inc. 1987). The corridor
crosses the Kern River at the Santa Fe Railroad crossing located in Reach 4 of the
Parkway. Once the corridor crosses the river, it follows the river channel on the
north side for approximately 3 miles to Calloway Road and eventually transitioning
into Stockdale Highway.

The Westside Corridor Study was conducted by the Kern County COgG, in
conjunction with Caltrans, to identify the need for improvements to SR 58 and SR
178 between I-5 and SR 99.

Comment: (Dennis Fox)
SAFETY
Unfortunately this is usually considered in a prohibitive manner, but throughout my
discussion is a thread of proactive safety; however the following restrictions are
deemed desirable:

A bottle ordinance.

Camping restricted to designated campgrounds.

Open fires and fireworks disallowed.

Bike path speed limit is regulated to 15 MPH with event exemption as on the
American River Parkway and should be adopted here.

Barbed hook lured should be prohibited.

Further: Bridges including equestrian, should have allowance in the downstream,
wester, side for pedestrian, bicycle and fishing activity.

Response: Comment noted. The City will consider adopting a bottle ordinance
and prohibiting open fires and fireworks and the use of barbed hook lures, if
problems arise. Predicting the usage pattern of recreationists is difficult at this time;
therefore, adoption of such ordinances would be premature.

Appendix Ill contains a copy of an ordinance which was adopted on September 14,
1988 by the City of Bakersfield relative to sleeping in public places.

4-9
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o Alternative sites, including nearby City-owned land just west of the City's

corporauon yard.

o Restoring the area proposed for the pistol range as nearly as possible to its
historic appearance, rather than continuing to commit it to active recreation.

Response: Comment noted. As detailed in Chapter 3, "Changes to the Project
Description," the police pistol range has been eliminated from the Final Master Plan.

Comment: (John Sweetser)

Increased recreational use of the Parkway could lead to conflicts with sand
extraction. The deep pits that these operations create in otherwise shallow areas
of the streambed have led to several drowning deaths in years past.

Response: As described on page 3-11 of the Dratft EIR, flood control is the major
priority of the Parkway Plan. This priority is met through the Kem River Channel
Maintenance Program (Channel Maintenance Program). The Channel Maintenance
Program involves the phased removal of river run sand. Since this use is
recognized on the KRPE and the Parkway Plan as a priority use with precedence
over recreational use, this activity is not considered a conflict. Furthermore, the
City does not allow the creation of deep pits from sand extraction. For further
information, the Channel Maintenance Program guidelines and regulations are on
file at the City of Bakersfield Water Resources Department, 4101 Truxtun Avenue,
Bakersfield, California. -

Comment: (Dennis Fox)
AMPHITHEATER

All discussion pro or con seems somewhat redundant as no need is shown
especially when facilities exist across the street and elsewhere.

Floating stages and band shells are common parkway items and cause no
significant impact.

The City has a portable stage alreédy, though in need of aesthetic improvement.
Response: Comment noted. See response to Comment 4-4.

Comment: (Public hearing - City of Bakersfield Planning Commissioner Milazzo)
Commissioner Milazzo referred to Chapter 6 regarding the amphitheater and
referred to a statement made regarding seating for 300 and asked if the theater

were successful and needed to grow should the affects of a larger theater be taken
into account as opposed to something of 300 seats.
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Commissioner Milazzo asked if other alternative locations will be considered within
the Parkway that could potentially house the amphitheater or is it the feeling that
the theater and Parkway are not compatible.

Commissioner Milazzo asked that some consideration be given to an overview of
whether thers is another location that would be compatible within the Parkway.

Commissioner Milazzo suggested that the idea of relocating the amphitheater in the
Pioneer Village/Metropolitan Recreation Center area be looked at.

Response: As detailed in Chapter 3, "Changes to the Project Description,” the
amphitheater has been eliminated from the Final Master Plan because of land uss,
biological, and visual impacts. Public comments solicited during community
surveys conducted by the City in November 1987 (Technical Appendix of the Draft
EIR), and comments received on the Draft EIR support removal of the
amphitheater.

No other location within the Parkway except for Metro Park is large enough or
contains compatible adjacent uses to support the amphitheater complex. As
indicated in the community surveys, there was not much support to provide an
amphitheatsr as part of the Parkway Plan. However, if further surveys indicate
community interest for an amphitheater, and funding is available, the City and
County should consider possibly relocating the amphitheater to Metro Park.

As discussed in response to Comment 4-4, California State University, Bakersfield
is tentatively proposing a 13,000-seat grass-terraced amphitheater, as part of a
landscaping plan for the front of the campus. Although the vice-president of
California State University, Bakersfield indicated that the amphitheater may not be
available for public use (Secor pers. comm.), the City should work with the
university in an effort to make the amphitheater, if constructed, available for public
use, at least on a reservation basis controlled by the university.

CHAPTER 5: HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

Comment: (Kemn River Parkway Committee)

Putting a parking lot in the secondary floodplain will set a bad precedent and will
negatively impact water quality.

Response: The following language is hereby added to the bottom of page 5-15 of
the Draft EIR:



Lot

"Discharqe of Pollutants Into the Kern River trom Development of Parking

in the S ndary Floodwa

impact. Implementation of the Parkway Plan would result in the
development ot 3 paved parking lots in the secondary tloodway. Paved
parking lots accumulate petroleum hydrocarbons, heavy metals, sediments,
and other potential pollutants of surface water. Discharge of these poliutants
varies greatly with the size and duration ot the storm and the elapsed time
since the previous storm. Because ot the small area proposed for parking
lots within the secondary floodway (2 acres total), however, pollutant
discharges from parking lots within the Parkway are not expected to resuit
in a significant adverse impact on the water quality of the Kern River.
Therefore, discharge of pollutants into the Kern River is considered less than

significant.
Mitigation Measures
o None required.

To further reduce this impact, implementation of the following mitigation

measure should be considered:

5-3

o The City should surface parking lots with a porous foundation material
such as porous concrete or foundation bricks.”

Comment: (U. S. Department of the Army)

The existing channel flow capacity of approximately 8,000 cubic feet per second
should be maintained. )

Response: As stated on page 5-3 of the Draft EIR, the objective of the City's
Channel Maintenance Program is to maintain a channel flow capacity of 15,000
cubic feet per second in the Kern River through Metropolitan Bakersfield.

Comment: (Kern County Water Agency)

We are concerned with the discharge from the Manor Street Storm Drain and the
possibility of contamination of the River. This contamination could lead to treatment
plant shutdowns for periods when the drain discharges heavily into small river
flows. A possible mitigation would be to isolate the Manor Street Drain from the
Kern River flows. The county’s method of handling the North Chester Drain effluent
would satisfy our needs.

Response: The City does not have full jurisdiction over discharge from the Manor
Street Drain due to the fact that the storm drain system serves both City and
County areas. Sincse the facility was completed in 1974, prior to the operation of
the existing water treatment plant, Improvement District No. 4, the City, and the
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County should begin an investigation to reduce or isolate the flows to the Kern
River Channel from the Manor Street Storm Drain.

Comment: (Kern County Water Agency)

You have addressed possible impact of contact recreation above the Calloway Weir
and the possible future regulation of such contact recreation. In view of the ever
tightening environmental rules which govern our water treatment function, it would
be prudent to eliminate body contact recreation in the pool above the Calloway
Waeir.

Respanse: Due to the recreational benefits of allowing swimming in the pool above
Calloway Weir, the following mitigation measures would be implemented by the City
(pages 5-11 and 5-13 of the Draft EIR):

0 ‘In conjunction with Improvement District No. 4 of the Kem County Water
Agency, the City should implement a monitoring program to assess trends in
coliform bacteria levels in the Calloway Weir pool in relation to variables such
as streamflow, water temperature, and number of people engaged in contact
recreation; monitoring results should be analyzed to determine conditions likly
to result in the formation of trihalomethanes in levels exceeding federal drinking
water standards as a basis for possible future regulation of contact recreation
at Calloway Weir pool; and

When monitoring results indicate that coliform levels at Calloway Weir pool are
so high as to require the treatment of drinking water with concentrations of
chlorine expected to produce trihalomethane levels that exceed the EPA's

drinking water standard, the City should prohibit contact recreation at Calloway
Weir pool.*

o "The City Water Department and the Kern County Health Department should
jointty develop and implement a Parkway water quality monitoring program to
determine when the coliform bacteria standard for contact recreation
established by the California Department of Health Services is exceeded; and

The City Water Department and Kemn County Health Department should post
signs at ponded water areas warning users of heaith risks whenever the
coliform bacteria standard for contact recreation is exceeded.”

In addition, the City should discourage swimming through reducing the ponded
area behind Calloway Weir during periods of minimum fiow.

Comment: (Sierra Club, Kem-Kaweah Chapter)
The number of swimmers in the river may increase as local populatioh increases,
especially if there is more water in the river. Could the discharge from the

Hawthorne Drain and the five pumping plants, mentioned on page 5-13, be filtered
or treated before release into the Kern? Could water behind Calloway Weir be
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because a plant grows somewhere in California does not necessarily justify its
inclusion in the master list.

For shrubs and groundcovers, a plant list restricted to just California natives
excludes a whole range of plants that are also drought-tolerant, have good wildlife
value, and may even in some cases have similar appearancs to natives. | have no
problem with a limited use of non-native species around elements that are artificial-
looking anyway, such as structures, parking lots, or turfed areas. Often, the native
shrubs are among the most difficult plants to grow in cultivation. What should be
avoided is use of some of the most common landscape plants. It would not be
desirable for parts of the Parkway to look little different than people’s front yards.

Respanse: As stated in the Draft EIR, revegetation efforts in the designated riparian
areas would include only plants native to the lower Kern River, such as
cottonwoods, willows, and sycamores. Landscaped areas (with the exception of
the proposed turfed area in Reach 1) would be planted with California natives (but
not necessarily native plants of the lower Kern River). Some of the plants listed in
the revised Table 8-3, "List of Recommended Native Plant Species for Landscaped
Areas® (in Chapter 5 of this report), particularly those native to coastal or high
mountain areas, were included as accent plants or colorful groundcovers near
bridges, roads, and other facilities; such plants would be used in small numbers.
Plants with limited availability would also be used in small numbers. Plants that
take on a "wild® appearance or that are sensitive to overwatering would be used
in relatively unmanicured and unirrigated portions of the Parkway. See also
response to Comment 8-16.

Comment: (John Sweetser)

Apparently, for the list on Pg. 8-19, few criteria were considered in its preparation,
except perhaps for drought-tolerance and wildlife value. A proper list would
consider the following additional criteria:

o Availability - Some of the plants listed may not be available anywhere. Others
can be found at only one or two native plant nurseries in California, which often
are small-scale operations, so obtaining large quantities may be difficult.

o Adaptability to this climate - Some listed plants are coastal or woodland species
and may do poorty in the difficult conditions found in this area. Others may
grow here, but their performance is unproven.

o Tolerance to ordinary landscape watering - Many California natives, such as
Fremontia, simply cannot stand excessive or even normal watering.

o Appearance - Some of the shrubs become very large and wild-looking, limiting
their landscape use.
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Compatibility with the existing native landscape - Some will ook out of place,
such as the incense cedar previously mentioned.

Maintenance requirements - Plants with special needs should be avoided.

Longevity - Some natives are very short-lived.

Specific comments about plants on the list:

0

Blue elderberry (Sambucus caeryleq) - This species is so similar to Sambucys
mexjcana, which is native to the area, that | don't See any reason to include it
on the list.

California buckeye (Aesculus californica) - Loses its leaves by late summer.
California juniper - Limited availability. Very siow growing.

Live oaks - Interior live oak (Quercus wislizenii) is found along the Kern
upstream and would be a more appropriate choice than coast live oak Q.

aqgrfolia). Canyon five oak (Q, chrysolepis) is slow growing (20’ in 20-30 years).

Chinquapin (Castanopsis $RQ.) Limited availability. May not be adapted to local
climate (in Kemn County, this Species is found above 7,000").

Flannelbush (Fremontia californica) - Very difficult to grow under ordinary
cultivation.

Lingleaf mahonia (Mahonia pervosa) - Woodland species, questionable whether
it will stand full sun exposure in this climate. Limited availability. .

Lupine (Lupinus albifrons) - Limited availability. Usually planted by seed.
Manzanitas (Artctostaphvios SRR.) - Susceptible to overwatering.

Matilija poppy (Romneya coutlteri) - Can be invasive. Limited landscape use
(slope stabilization, along roads, marginal areas).

Mulefat (Baccharis glutingsa) - This particular species is not available anywhere
that | know of.

Quailbush (atriplex lentiformis) - Good wildlife plant but limited landscape value.
Can become too large and wild-looking.

Santa Cruz Island buckwheat (Eriogonum arborescens) - Coastal species,
qQuestionable adaptability to this area,

Shrubby monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacys) - Short-ived perennial shrub.
May have limited availability. _
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o Western service berry (Amelanchier alnifolig) - Performance in this area
unknown.

o Carmel creeper (Ceanothys griseus) - Can be short-lived in this area (as little
as three years).

o Navarro ceanothus (C, gloriosgs) - Coastal species, cannot take heat well.

o Penstemons - Tends to be short-lived.

o Madrone (Arbutus menziesii) - Difficult if not impossible to grow in the central
valley.

- The primary criteria for selecting landscaping plants included the
following: 1) potential for propagation in Bakersfield, 2) drought tolerance, 3) visual
attractiveness, 4) wildlife habitat vaiue, 5) local availability, and 6) educational value.
Thus, the list of criteria was similar to the one you suggested. However, tolerance
of ordinary landscape watering was not considered because the landscaped areas
would be irrigated by a drip system (or other water conserving methods). Similarly,
longevity was not a selection criteria as many native species such as cottonwoods
have relatively short life spans. Further, many of the plantings are annual species.

The City appreciates your comments on specific plant species; they will be
consulted in refining the landscaping plans for different portions of the Parkway.
Before these plans are implemented, other experts (e.g., staff at CALM, native plant
nurseries, and Central Valley arborstums) will be consulted to determine the best
mix of plant species for landscaping.

After consulting with additional botanists, the City agrees with your comments on
the following plants: bladder pod, California scrub oak, and Engelmann oak. The
City will further review the following species: chinquapin, manzanitas, western
service berry, and Navarro ceanothus.

The City continues to feel, however, that the other species are appropriate for use
for the following reasons:

o Blye elderberry - The nomenclature and taxonomy of this group is currently
subject to revision, but the locally native elderberry is probably most likely to
grow well in Bakersfield.

o Flannelbush - This plant has been propagated easily in Davis and would
probably do well in Bakersfield.

o Lupine - Seeds can be collected from plants and they are relatively easy to
propagate.

o Penstemons - This genus was included to provide some showy, colorful plants
in areas of high visibility.
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0 Live oaks - Many different live oaks can be grown in Bakersfield including

Quercys wislizenii and Q. Agrifolia. Despite its coastal origins, the latter species
grows well at CALM.

o Santa Cruz Island buckwheat - Surprisingly, several island plant species
(including this one) have been successfully propagated at CALM.

o Shrubby Monkeyflower - This species is locally available and is very showy and
attractive.

o Carmel creeper - This species grows well at CALM and was recommended by
their staff. ‘

o California buckeys - This species is considered appropriate for the less-
manicured portions of the Parkway. It retains its foliage for long periods under
the appropriate watering regime.

o Quailbysh - This species is considered appropriate for less-manicured portions
of the Parkway and it has especially high wildlife value.

Comment: (John Sweetser)

I would add the following to the list of recommended native species:

O Bladder pod (Isomeris arborea) - Native to this area, can survive on little water.

o} Caﬁfornia scrub oak (Quercus dumgsa) - Small tree, often mutti-trunked,
becomes picturesque with age. Does well in this area.

0 Engelmann oak (Quercus engelmannii) - Striking medium to large evergreen
tree. Does well in this area.

Response: See "Errata” to pages 8-19 and 8-20.
Comment: (Johﬁ Swestser)

Regarding the proposed parking lots, their impacts are mentioned on Pg. 8-17
under "Direct and Indirect Conflicts Between Recreation Areas/Parking Lots and
Biological Resources.” This is a rather euphemistic way to state this. This should
properly be stated as: “"Removal of Riparian Habitat from Construction of
Recreation/Parking Lots* because this describes what will actually happen.

Response: The header “Removal of Riparian Habitat from Construction of
Recreation/Parking Lots* would describe only a portion of the impact discussion
on page 8-11 of the Draft EIR. In addition to the possible removal of mature
cottonwoods from establishment of the recreation area west of Freeway 99, the
Parkway Plan could also result in the disturbance of a mapped active kit fox den
and a potential natal den and possibly result in the discharge of oils and other
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contaminants into the riparian marsh area west of Mohawk Avenue. Therefore, the
header “Direct and Indirect Conflicts Between Recreation Areas/Parking Lots" better
describes these impacts.

Comment: (John Sweetser)

Under mitigation measures (page 8-18), aiternatives such as off-site parking should
be considered. The parking area near the proposed police pistol range could be
relocated just outside the Parkway in the lot where the City now stores paving
materials. This area is largely unused. The proposed parking lot northwest of the
intersection of Truxtun and Mohawk Avenues is right where one of the few stands
of trees along Truxtun Avenue Extension is (including trees planted by citizen
groups). This lot should if possible be placed within the fenced area next to the
water storage tank. Any lot further away from Lake Truxtun will make the carrying
of boats to the lake difficult. The lot on the north side of the river near the
proposed Mohawk Avenue extension should be placed on the north side of the
Cross Valley Canal. | realize this would entail the purchase of additional land, but
construction of an expensive vehicle bridge across the canal would not be
necessary (just a cheaper pedestrian bridge). A parking lot immediately adjacent
to the river channel is unacceptable from an aesthetic and poliution viewpoint. The
parking area proposed at the southwest cormer of the Chester Avenue bridge once
had the largest stand of buttonwillow | have seen along the Kem. Consideration

" should be given to restoring some of this stand.

Response: The lot located south of the Parkway west of Freeway 99, currently
used for storing City equipment, is being sold by the City to a private developer
who intends to develop offices.

As indicated on page 8-17 of the Draft EIR, establishment of the proposed
recreation area west of Freeway 99, not the proposed parking area, could result
in the removatl of or disturbance to the existing stand of mature cottonwoods. As
detailed in Chapter 3, "Changes to the Project Description,” the recreation area has
been reconfigured to avoid the stand of cottonwoods. Also as detailed in Chapter
3, the parking lot west of Mohawk Avenue has been relocated to the area
immediately east of City Pump Station No. 13 to decrease the distance from the
parking lot to Truxtun Lake, and the lot on the north side of the river west of
Mohawk Avenue has been eliminated from the Parkway Plan because of water
quality impacts to the proposed riparian marsh area.

See response to Comment 5-1 for impacts resutting from parking lots located within
the secondary floodway.

See response to Comment 8-12 for a discussion of why the information center has
been relocated to the privately owned parcel west of Chester Avenue.
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.Comment: (Dennis Fox)

REVEGETATION

Previous attempts at planting have dismally failed. These and current schemes at
mass planting are attempts by urban means which require wildland and riparian
protocols. Urban methods of water systems and chemical use are not practical,
necessary or environmentally sound. Exhibiting neither experience nor expertise
at wildland revegetation, but rather precipitous enthusiasm, current pians are but
a compounding of error.

A same age or monoculture riparian forest is not only visually weird, but also an
invitation to disease, insect infestation and wildlife.

Much of the current climax vegetation is exotic grasses of high water competition.

Imported trees will not be hardened off to local conditions. Such as do survive, will
exhibit growth at a lessened rate and poor heaith.

Besponse: It is likely that the revegetation efforts for the Parkway would be
successful because they would be coordinated with members of CNPS and staff
of CALM who have vast experience in native plant propagation in the Bakersfield
area. It is unlikely that a *monoculture riparian forest* would result from these
plantings because a variety of species would be used and each has a different
appearancs and growth rate. Similarly, the revegetation program would take many
years to complete. Trees would be planted at different times. The objective of the
revegetation program would be to recreate a diverse, multitiered forest with a well-
developed herbaceous and shrub understory beneath a canopy of mature native
trees. See response to Comments 8-15 and 8-16 for further information.

Comment: (Dennis Fox)
Recommendation:

Follow standard re-vegetation practices:

Utilize non-scarifying fire management to remove exotics and regenerate native
vegetation.

Plant trees on a continuing basis.
Replant native grasses and species where not naturally reseeded.
Participate in the California Riparian Restoration Conference (September, 1988).

Leave all existing trees, snags and deadfalls.

Utilize the County’s chippers and seek State and Federal professional input.
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Re-active= the nursery at Lerdo, growing deep-rooted trees in PVC pipe.

Utilize .. /e trees from the Fish and Game and Nature Conservancy nurseries
at Kernviile.

Response: All existing trees in the Parkway (with the possible exception of the
invasive, exatic tamarisk) would be retained, and planting of new trees would occur
over a period of several years. Fire management is probably an impractical
suggestion in the context of an urban parkway because oil and gas facilities are

located nearby. Members of CNPS and CALM will be providing the City with a list
of nurseries where suitable native plant material can be obtained for revegetation.

Comment: (Dennis Fox)
WILDLIFE
Oxygen sampling being done at high level times of January, February, and June;
| would submit that a significant difference will occur in later, hot months and in a
large pool; hence comes the problem of aquatic weed control and less wildlife.
Moncfilament line and fishing gear is @ major source of inadvertent wildlife kill.
The problem of exotics, feral and domestic predation, is not fully addressed.
Enough has been said and emations stired concerning toxic effects of chemicals
on wildlife and humans that | would prefer, only to discuss their interruption of the
food chain only. Recreational fisherfolk attempt to *match the hatch®-an
impossibility when there is no hatch. The targets of chemicals are prey species for
desirable wildiife.
Recommendation:

Aeration riffles or baffles on all river weirs.

Tubing-boating ways on the weir sides.

Commence with fishing regulations of fiy only and barbless hooks.

Rock all scourable areas for habitat and breeding.

Donut-hole islands should be constructed; chicken wire screening should be
installed for habitat protection.

Leash laws should be enacted and enforced throughout the County.

Such exotics, pig, opossum and white bass, etc., should be eliminated and
monitored for retumn to the corridor.
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| reiterate that toxics (except organics such as Rotenone) and all chemicals
should be banned.

Retain all trees, snags, and deadfalls.
Adjacent screen planting should also be native with habitat capability.

Response: It may be practical to add aeration riffles or baffles to river weirs, and
such structures may be beneficial to fisheries that may develop in the Kern River.
However, most wildlife species currently living in the Parkway are adapted to arid
environments and have few demands for free water. If a viable fishery is created
in the river, fishing regulations and enhancement activities (possibly including the
use of dry flies and barbless hooks, as well as rocking portions of the stream
bottom to provide spawning habitat) would be developed in consulitation with the
California Department of Fish and Game and the USFWS.

The recommendation for leash laws throughout the County should be directed to
the Kern County Board of Supervisors; it is clearly beyond the scope of this EIR.

Field surveys did not reveal the occurrence of feral pigs in the Kem River, and it
is unlikely that white bass occur thers, either. Similarly, opossum were not
observed in the study area during the field surveys. This nocturnal marsupial is
known to prey on bird's nests (as well as noxious insects); however, it is unlikely
to displace any native mammal species.

Comment: (United States Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife Service)

Surveys conducted of the project area for federally listed and candidate species
documented the widespread occurrence of the San Joaquin kit fox. The species
could be affected by proposed actions, in effect “taken* by harm, mortality, or
harassment, or through the loss of habitats necessary for cover, foraging, denning,
and raising of young. Measures proposed in the Draft EIR to reduce and/or offset
these anticipated effects inciude acquisition of important parcels of privately owned
lands necessary to maintain continuity of habitats and dispersal corridors for kit
foxes and other species, removal or redesigning of proposed Parkway structures,
using preconstruction surveys to locate and protect kit fox denning areas,
restricting incompatible uses such as off-road vehicle “free-play,” and enhancing
on-site areas to offset the loss of habitats from proposed development.

Regardiess of the mitigative value of these measures designed to reducs "incidental
take" of the kit fox, the proposed actions affecting such take must be permitted
pursuant to Section 10 of the Endangered Species Act prior to implementation of
the Parkway Plan. The ongoing effort for metropolitan Bakersfield by-the City and
County likely would provide the appropriate vehicle under Section 10. Absent using
the future Bakersfield HCP, a separate incidental take permit should be sought for
the actions proposed in the Parkway Plan.
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“Changes to the Project Description," the approximate ratio of enhanced to
converted lands is 3.7: 1.

Comment: (United States Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife Service)

Mitigation lands (specifically two private parcels immediately west of Golden State
Highway and Highway 99) should be acquired expeditiously. They have been
proposed for acquisition and protection to partially offset proposed Parkway
developments.

See response to Comment 8-14. Once acquired, the 19.9-acre
privately owned parcel west of Golden State Highway would be restored with native
vegetation.

Comment: (United States Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife Service)

Provisions in the Parkway Plan should provide sufficient flexibility to allow for future
adjustments in planned actions consistent with a more regional conservation plan
currently being developed by the City and County for federally listed species. The
Parkway Plan appears to complement the more regional plan at this time.

Response: Comment noted. No response necessary.
Comment: (United States Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife Service)

The San Joaquin kit fox and San Joaquin antelope squirrel are listed as threatened
by the State of California. You should review any obligations that your agency may
have under the California Endangered Species Act with the California Department
of Fish and Game. The agency contact representative is Dr. Larry Eng, 916/445-
1383.

Response: Comment noted. No response necessary.

Comment: (Kermn County, California Native Plant Society)

Use of native plants will be both educational to the community and also will make
it an authentic Bakersfield park. Hopefully the species used will be indigenous to
this area. Use of natives will require less water and since they already grow in this
area quite successfully they will not need any fertilization or insect control. Also,
native plants will be beneficial to local native wildiife which forage and live in the
floodplain.

Response: Comment noted. See responses to Comments 8-15 and 8-16.
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8-37  Comment: (Public hearing - Lorraine Unger)

We are pleased with Chapter 8 pertaining to bioclogical resources and wers also
pleased with the EIR's emphasis of the use of native plants and do not fing any
fault with the adequacy of the Draft EIR.

Response: Comment noted. No response necessary.
8-38 Comment: (Public hearing - Arthur Unger)
See Comment 8-37.
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;

Besponse: See response to Comment 8-37.

839 Comment: (Rick Hewett)
Page 5-12:
T

- Faumy
o et
2 .

the mitigation measures for fertilizers, byt have serious problems with the
£ application of herbicideg and pesticides. As has been recently shown in the
i Educational Studies Area north of Cal State Bakersfield, application of rodenticides
‘ can have deadly impacts on non-target species, i.a., the San Joaquin kit fox. Sincs

the Kern River Parkway has been identified to have high biological value, especially
for select endangered species, | would strongly recommend that no pesticides

Responge: See response to Comment 8-30.

CHAPTER 9: TRAFFIC AND CIRCULATION

i ' 9-1 Comment: (Kem County Department of Public Works)

it does not appear concerns and comments contained in this department’s April
4, 1988 letter were

considered on the Conceptual Master Plan Map, on page 3-6,
bridge crossings, or pPage 9-13, bikeways.

Besponse: The Kern County Department of Public Works

Aprit 4 letter was not
responded to in the Draft EIR for the following reasons:

i - The 30-day revi_ew and comment period for the P
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- Within the NOP review period, the City received a letter (dated February 17,
1988) from the Kern County Department of Public Works stating that no impacts
on your agency wsre foreseen.

Responses to Comments S-2, 9-3, 8-4, and 9-5 address the April 4 letter.
Comment: (Kern County Departrnent of Public Works)

As you are aware, Section 5.3, implementation Standards and Specific policies of
the KRPE stipulates in part that bicycle paths will be further defined by a “Specific
Trails Plan.* Kem COG has funded a RFP to conduct a study which, upon
completion, will recommend a system of bicycle paths within the KRPE. It is this
department’s opinion that the paths should be those indicated on the approved
Metropolitan Bakersfield Bikeway Master Plan. The City has approved the map and
the County intends to include a compatible system in the General Plan Circulation
Element currently being prepared. Furthermore, your Public Works Department
was made aware of the need to provide for the bike path under the bridge you
intend to construct across the Kern River at China Grade Loop by letter October
1, 1987 and again by letter in response 10 that project’s environmental assessment
March 25, 1988.

Response: This comment refers to other projects and is noted. No response
necessary.

Comment: (Kemn County Department of Public Works)

Please revise the conceptual master site plan for the Kem River corridor and
include appropriate text in the document that will identify paths, lanes, and routes
within the river plan and adjacent facilities that provide continuity. (The
recommended system is described in Kem County Public Works Department's
comment letter in Chapter 6, "Copies of Written Comments and a Summary of
Public Testimony.")

Response: Of the routes listed, the following should be recognized by the City for
future connection to the Parkway Plan bicycle path.

Boad Name Limits

Mohawk Avenue (would be Truxtun Avenue to Gilmore Avenue

accommodated when Mohawk
Street bridge is designed)

Calloway Canal Standard Street to Calloway Weir
Willow Drive Oildale Drive through Riverview Park
to Calloway Weir
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8-5

Road Name imit

North Chester Avenue 30th Street to Beardsley Avenue
Lower River Crossing Calloway Weir at Riverview Park
Pierce Road River path at future Oak Street

bridge crossing to Calloway Canal

Golden State Highway H Street to bicycle path
Frontage Road

The other routes that are listed are located outside of the Parkway area.

The Kern River bicycle path is depicted on the Final Master Plan Map.

Comment: (Kern County Department of Public Works)

The need for bicycle paths along the Kern River extends to Stockdale Highway
Bridge to the west and to the Rancheria Road bridge to the east, requiring an
additional system within the Parkway Plan and a compatible system outside the
Plan. (The recommended system is described in Kern County Public Works
Departments comment letter in Chapter 6, "Copies of Written Comments and
Summary of Public Testimony.")

Response: Comment noted. No response necessary.
Comment: (Kern County Department of Public Works)

Please note that the Parkway Plan contains certain features that are not compatible
with the proposed bikeway system.

0 A. Future bike path bridge midway between Beach Park and Golden State
Highway does not serve any facility.

0 B. Future bridge crossing at Golden State Highway is on the wrong side of the
highway.

o C. Future bike path bridge downstream from Chester Avenue doe not serve any
facility.

Response:
A. The bicycle path bridge located midway between Beach Park and Galden State

Highway serves the Westchester residential neighborhood. Providing such
access is consistent with KRPE access goals and policies requiring safe,
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convenient access to the river corridor from a substantial residential
neighborhood.

B. The bridge crossing at Golden State Highway is an automobile bridge to a
proposed parking lot for those who would drive to the river, park their car, and
enter the bicycle path from that point.

Land is not available on the west side of Golden State Highway to
accommodate this use. This purpose of the proposed use is not dependent
on the bicycle path referenced on the west side of Golden State Highway.

C. The proposed bridge structure would provide pedestrian and bicycle access
between two prominent recreational resources, the Metropolitan Recreational
Center and the Kem River. It would allow pedestrians and bicycle path users
to obtain direct access to and from the Metropolitan Recreational Center. It is
likely that such direct access between recreational resources would
complement both resources.

Comment: (California Department of Transportation)

We wish to reiterate our-comments made during the Notice of Preparation

contained in the attached letter dated March 17, 1988, which were not incorporated

or addressed in the Draft EIR. .

A. This plan will affect State Routes 99, 58/178 and 204. Caltrans has already
issued permits for a bicycie path under State Route 99 and an access from 178.
No access will be allowed to State Route 99 and further access from State
Route 178 is uniikely because of extremely heavy traffic in that area and the fact
that park areas can be easily reached from City streets.

B. Depending on the design and orientation of the pistol range site, we question
the location designated adjacent to State Route SS.

Response:

"Ng Bl A Woul Allowed to SR

Impact. According to Caltrans (Smith pers. comm.), implementation ot
the Parkway Plan would atfect SRs 99, 58/178, and 204. Caitrans has already
issued permits for the bicycle path under SR 99 and access from SR 178.
No access would be allowed to SR 99, and further access from SR 178 Is
unlikely because of extremely heavy tratfic in the area and because existing
and proposed recreation areas are easily accessible from Clty streets. This
impact is considered less than significant.
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Mitigation Measures
0 None required."

b. Comment noted. See response to Comment 4-5.
Comment: (California Department of Transportation)

We would like to add the following comments:

Trail crossing, landscaping, drainage facilities, or any other work proposed within
State highway right-of-way will require Caltrans approval. An Encroachment Permit

must be obtained before work may commence. All work within the right-of-way will
be performed to State standards and specifications at no cost to the State.
Besponse: See response to Comment 1-4.

Comment: (Kern County Department of Planning and Development Services)
We suggest that the document be reviewed by Kem County Public Works
regarding possible traffic impacts. Note that any improvements to the North

Chester Avenue/Roberts Lane intersection will require action by the County, not
the City as noted.

Response: See "Errata* to page 9-11.
Comment: (Dennis Fox)
CIRCULATION

| read the 2010 Circulation Element while using an environmental check list. It is
to laugh. Itis unfortunate that such concerns were not a program factor:

Air quality does not consider the prevailing winds, the bridges required, or the
sprawl induced.

Noise will make the Parkway an echo chamber.
Visual deterioration will be great.

This document makes the same myopic error regarding circulation: People do not
drive to intersections in order to become stalled—not by desire anyway. They have

destinations. Intersections correction and expressways are but band-aids for
planning injuries. ‘

The last bypass crippled the downtown and moved what remained ambulatory to
Oak Street and the Southwest.
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The proposed bypassing will install strip malls and sprawl to the western Parkway
with their attendant evils.

This will, of course, increase crosstown traffic.

The benefit of development attracted to the Parkway will be offset by the concurrent
congestion.

| do not accept the 2010 consultant’s apparent orientation of the downtown Los
Angeles River as an ideal Parkway model. Neither should this document.

Recommendation:

Since the circulation model used a flawed and insufficient data model, and the
conclusions often do not follow from even this data, rejection is justified. A
corrected element utilizing more data and considering all factors should be
done.

Since the Kern River does not begin or end at the Parkway boundaries, regional
and specific local factors should be considered.

- The network assumed in the Draft EIR traffic analysis was based on
planned transportation improvements expected to be built by 2010, as identified by
the City Department of Public Works.

Comment: (Public hearing - Arthur Unger)

Chapter 9, "Traffic and Circulation* makes comments with regard to non-existent
roads that are not addressed in the EIR. ’

Response: The Circulation and the Kern River Plan Elements of the Bakersfield
Metropolitan Area General Plan designate planned river roadway crossings at
Mohawk Avenue and Old River Road to improve and facilitate traffic circulation
within the metropolitan area by 2010. Therefore, the Conceptual Plan Map must
also designate these planned improvements to ensure consistency between the
two maps. The identification of impacts associated with construction of these
roadway crossings is, however, beyond the scope of this EIR due to the timing of
improvements, unidentified funding, and lack of site-specific engineering design.
It is anticipated that the Mohawk Avenue extension would be constructed after
buildout of the Parkway Plan. The Old River Road extension could, however, be
constructed prior to buildout of the Parkway Plan, depending on development
pressures on the west side of the City. Due to these uncertainties, associated
impacts would be highly speculative.

Separate environmental review will be prepared to address the impacts of these
projects prior to their construction.
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12-1

Qomment: (Public hearing - Dennis Fox)

The Circulation Element will cause a severe negative impact and should be
addressed.

Response: See response to Comment 9-9.
CHAPTER 10: PUBLIC SERVICES AND FACILITIES

Comment: (Rickett, Ward, Delmarter and Deifel)

In my opinion, the Draft EIR adequately describes the potential impact of the Levee
District’'s emergenty operations on the Parkway facilities. The Levee District wiil
work with the City to minimize the effect of maintenancs operations on the Parkway
facilities while still insuring the integrity of the Levee for flood protection. As
mentioned in my previous correspondence, the Levee District’s responsibility is
protecting the people of Bakersfield from the flood hazard posed by the Kern River.

Response: Comment noted. No response necessary.
Comment: (Kern County Health Department)

The Kern County Health Department has no objection to the proposed methods
of water supply and sewage disposal as outlined in the Draft EIR. If, in the future,
there is a need to provide other methods of sewage disposal, i.e., by septic tank

systems, the Health Department would want to review such methods prior to
implementation.

Response: Comment noted. No other methads of sewage disposal are currently
proposed. However, if in the future there is a need to provide septic systems, the

City will review any proposals with the Kem County Health Department prior to the
installation of such systems.

CHAPTER 12: VISUAL QUALITY

Comment: (John Sweetser)

Under visual quality, Chapter 12, page 12-9, the report basically states that the
degradation of visual quality due to parking lots will be because of the removal of
mature native trees. My position is that the degradation of visual quality will be
because of the parking lots themselves. Modern trends call for heavy landscaping
in parking areas, often with planted berms to shield views of parking lots from
adjacent streets. Such mitigation measures should be considered.
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Response: See "Errata”’ to page 12-10.
Comment: (John Sweetser)

While it is desirable to remove ugly concrete rubble from Parkway areas (page 12-
12), this may not always be possible due to flood protection considerations.
Alternatives would be covering the rubble with clean fill or replacement by cobble
roc. Generally though, there is probably more rubble than is really necessary,
because the river area has always been a convenient place for contractors to
dispose of their waste materials.

Responsa: Page 12-12 of the Draft EIR states: "The City should maintain an
ongoing program to remove concrete rubble that is not essential for erosion and
flood protection form the Parkway . . . .* Therefore, concrete rubble would not be
removed if it is essential for erosion and flood protection.

Alternatives such as r=placing the concrete rubble with cobble rock would be
economically infeasible due to transportation and purchase costs. Concrete rubble
is the most economically feasible material available. Current practices include the
placement of sized material along areas in need of protection with consideration
given to the aesthetic impact.

Comment: (Dennis FOXx)
Recommendation:
Remove current graffiti at the de facto rest stops at bridge undercrossings.

Through local historical associations, schools, etc., replace with historical
interpretive murals.

Seal with a clear anti-graffiti coat.
Response: See "Errata” to page 12-12.
CHAPTER 17: FEASIBILITY FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A MINIMUM

ANNUAL FLOW IN THE KERN RIVER BETWEEN MANOR STREET
AND STOCKDALE HIGHWAY

Comment: (Albert Franklin)

Because water is in short supply in the Bakersfield area, any action that
encourages people in Bakersfield to use less water for their landscaping will be
beneficial. The riparian area where the Kern passes through Bakersfield would
benefit greatly if flows were allowed to reach Bakersfield on a regular basis. Water
conservation might make this goal more feasible.
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Responsa: The second priority of the Parkway Plan, consistent with the KRPE, is
water conservation and groundwater recharge. This priority is recognized in the
Parkway Plan through the construction of two additional groundwater recharge
basins, the use of California native vegetation in all landscaped areas, and the
establishment of minimal turfed areas.

Comment: (Sierra Club, Kern-Kaweah Chapter)

The discussion of current surface water sources on page 17-3 makes it clear that
the Kern River can flow during most of the year only if it receives water from the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta or the tributaries thereof. The impact to the Deita
should be discussed. Could the water added to the Kem be used to spare a like
volume of water now taken from the Delta for some other purpose?

Response: Page 17-5 of the Draft EIR calls for water exchanges, not additional
water from the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. Therefore, no significant impacts
would occur to the Delta.

Comment: (John Sweetser)

The year-round flow study of Chapter 17 is totally inadequate. The most that can
be concluded from this report is that with ideal circumstances, which may or may
not happen, there is merely the possibility for greater flows 30 years from now.
Few concrete proposals are given for increasing minimum flows. For this report
to say (page 17-2) that one of the major reasons for today’s intermittent river flows
is "legal ownership of the water* is not really telling it fike it is. The present flow
patterns of the Kern through Bakersfield are of fairty recent origin. Completion of
the River Canal in 1962 substantially reduced river flows downstream from the
Calloway Weir. Increased use of the Carrier Canal between Manor Street and the
Calloway Weir by 1969 led to the elimination of the continuous flows under the
Chester Avenue bridge that existed prior to that time. Just simple changes in the
operation of the canal system through Bakersfield may make it possible to have
increased water in the river channel. There would be costs invoived in doing this,
primarily because less surface water would be available to downstream users due
to seepage losses. All of these issues need to be addressed in this report.

Response: Though the statement is not entirely factual, the comment on flow
patterns is generally correct. It was because of the reduction in river flows through
Bakersfield that the City began discussions with Tenneco West, Inc. regarding the
loss of Kern River water through the urban area. With the completion of the river
channel, an enlarged carrier canal system through Bakersfield was diverting water
out of the river above Calloway Weir for direct use by agriculfture.

These discussions were unsuccessful and resulted in a lawsuit being filed by the
City of Bakersfield against Tenneco West, Inc. on September 23, 1970. As a resuit
of extensive negotiations with Tenneco West relative to the City’s claim to Kern
River water rights, a settlement was reached in February 1975. The City agreed
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to a purchase price of $17.9 million for acquisition of Kern River water rights and
facilities held by Tenneco West. Financing of this purchase and the 35-year
contr ~ct for delivery operations for this water are explained in Chapter 17 of the
Draft :IR.

Comment: (Dennis Fox)
WATER QUANTITY
The levels of water projected do not account for:

A. An increased swath lumbering and subsidized overgrazing which creates less
snowpack retention and an eartier runoff.

B. Storage is then in Lake Isabella, which is notorious for heat and winds which
cause a high evaporation factor, and thus is less efficient than underground
recharge.

C. Watershed degradation is occurring in much of the Sierra, reducing amounts
available for import.

D. Northern concerns regarding Deita salinity may also cause less availability for
the Kern.

Recommendation:

Support scientific watershed management, adjust projections as feasible and
plan accordingly.

Response: Comment noted. Comments A, B, C, and D were considered in
Chapter 17, "Feasibility for the Establishment of a Minimum Annual Flow in the Kern
River Between Manor Street and Stockdale Highway" of the Draft EIR in projecting
future flows in the Kern River.

Watershed management is the responsibility of the U. S. Forest Service.
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Chapter 5

ERRATA

Introdyction

This chapter shows all changes to all chapters of the Draft EIR with the exception
of Table 2-1, which is shown in Chapter 2, "Revised Summary Table,” and added text,
which is shown in Chapter 3, "Responses to Comments.” Text in standard print is original
text from the Draft EIR; text in bold is added languagse; text that has been struck out is

deleted language.
The chapters are ordered as they appear in the Draft EIR.

References to Paragraph # (such as 1, 2, 3. . .) are complete paragraphs.

CHAPTER 8: BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

-19 an

Table 8-3, "List of Recommended Native Plant Species for Landscaped Areas,” is
hereby revised (see following page).

CHAPTER S: TRAFFIC AND CIRCULATION

P 11

The text of the mitigation measure under "Drop in Existing LOS from B to £in 1998

t the Intersection of Roberts Lane/Chester A " is hereby revised:
o The Gity County should replace the shared through/right-turn lane with a

through lane, add an exclusive right-tumn lane at all approaches, and add an
exclusive left-turn lane to the northbound approach to the intersection.”

5-1
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Table 8-3. List of Reco

mmended

Native Plant Species for Landscaped Areas

LARGE . REES

Arizona ash (Fraxinus velutina)

Bigleaf maple (Acer macrophyllum)

Black cottomwood (Populus trichocarpa)
Blue elderberry (Sambucus caerulea)
California bay (Umbellaria californica)
California buckeye (Aescuius californica)

California fan palm ( Washingtonia filifera)

California juniper (Juniperus californica)
California sycamore (Platanus racemosa
Coast redwood (Sequoia sempervirens)
Digger pine (Pinus sabiniana)

Engelmann oak (Quercus enge lmarmit)
Foothill ash (Fraxinus dipetela)

Fremont cottonwood (Populus fremontii)
Incense cedar (Calocedrus decurrens)

Live oaks (Q. agrifolia, Q. wislizenii, and Q. chrysolepis)

Mamr—mam—(-hrbvhﬂ-mnziesﬁ)
Oregon ash (Fraxinus latifolia)

Tree willow (3alix gooddingii)

Valley oak (Quercus lobata

White alder {Alnus rhombifolia)

SHRUBS AND SMALL TREES

Apache plume ( Fallugia paradoxa)

Bishop pine (Finus muricata)

Black sage (Salvia mellifera)

Bladder pod (lsomerts arborea)

Blue blossom (Ceanothus thrysiflorus)
Blue palo verde (Cercidium floriaum)
Bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida)
Buttonwillow (Cepﬁalantﬁus occidentalis)

California bush sunflower (Encelia californical

California grape holly (Mahonia pinnata)
Ceanothus (Ceanothus spp.)
Chinquapin {Castanopsis spp.)

Cliff rose (Cowania mexicana stansburirna)

Coastal sage (Artemisia californica)
Coffeeberry (Rhamnus californica)
Coyote bush (Baccharis pilularis ssp. ¢

onsanquinea)
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£ Table 8-3. Continued

SHRUBS AND SMALL TREES (Continued)

Curl-leaf mountain-mahogany (Cercocarpus ledifolius)
: Desert encelia (Encelia farinosa)
i Desert rose (Rosa woodsiti ultramontana)
Desert willow (Chilopsis linearis)
Elderberry (Sambucus mexicana)
Fernleaf iromwood (Lyonothamnus floribundus asplenifolium
Flannelbush (Fremontia californica)
Holly leaf ceanothus (Ceanothus purpureus)
Holly-leaf cherry (Prunus ilicifolia)
Island cherry (Prunus lyomii)
James roof silktassel (Garrya elliptica)
Jojoba (Simmondsia chinensis)
Lemonadeberry {(Rhus integrifolia)
Lingleaf mahonia (Mahonia nervosa)
. Lupine (Lupinus albifrons)
L Manzanitas (Arctostaphylos spp. including A. densiflora, A. manzanita,
A. parryi, A. glauca) ]
Matilija poppy (Romneya coulteri)
Mesquite (Prosopis juliflora)
Monkey flowers (Diplacus species)
Mountain-mahogany (Cercocarpus betuloides)
Mulefat (Baccharis glutinosa)
Nevin's barberry (Mahonia nevinii)
Oregon grape (Mahonia aquifolium)
Pinyon pine (Pinug edulis)

Fetapasey T

i
‘ X .

&

£ Princes plume (Stanleya pinnata)
. Purple nightshade (Solanum zantii)

Purple sage (Salvia leucophylia) -
g Quailbush (Atriplex lentiformis)

Redbud (Cercis occidentalis)

San Diego sage (Salvia clevelandii)

Santa Cruz island buckwheat [Eriogonum arborescens)
Serub oak (Quercus dumosa)

Shrubby monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacus)

: Sugar bush (Rhus ovata)

é . Tecate cypress (Cupressus forbesii)

Toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia)

Tree anemone (Carpenteria californica)
Western service berry (Amelanchier pallida)
Western spice bush (Calycanthus occidentalis)
White sage (Salvia apiana)

Wild grape (Vitis californica, V. girdiana)
E§ Willows (Saliz species)
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Table 8-3. Continued

FLOWERING HERBS AND GROUNDCOVERS

California fuchsia (Zauschneria californica, Z. cana)

Carmel creeper (Ceanothus griseus)

Conejo buckwheat (Eriogonum erocatum)

Coast iris (Iris douglasiana)

Dwarf coyote bush (Baccharis pilularis 'Twin Peaks')

Island alwn root (Heuchera maxima)

Navarro ceanothus (Ceanothus gloriosos)

Penstemons (Penstemon heterophyilus, P. pseudospectabilis, P.
palmeri, P. eatonii, P centranthifolius P. spectabilis, P. azureus)

Woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum) -
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The text of the second builet is hereby revised:

"0 The City should, to the extent possible, screen from view all structures in the
proposed rest and recreation areas and screen from view proposed
parking areas with native landscaping, berms, or other naturally occurring
features. The revised Table 8-3 lists recommended California native
species.”

12-1

Paragraph 1 is hereby revised:

y i I lity fr isting Qil Pympi i lon ngin
Rubble, and Gratfiti
Impact. Protective cycione fencing along the canals and around productive

oil pumping units would be retained with implementation of the Parkway Plan
(Figure 12-2). The Parkway Plan does not propose visual treatment of fencing or
pumping units. In addition, concrete rubble and gratfiti is are prevalent throughout
portions of the Parkway (Photo 1 in Figures 12-1 and 12-5)."

In addition, the text of the second bullet under "Mitigation Measures" is hereby
revised:

0 The City should maintain an ongoing program to remove concrete rubble
that is not essential for erosion and flood protection from the Parkway.
included in this program should be the removal of unsightly scattered debris
within the Parkway. Gratfitti should also be removed from the Parkway."
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Chapter 6

) COPIES OF WRITTEN COMMENTS
‘. AND A SUMMARY OF
o PUBLIC TESTIMONY RECEIVED

Written Comments Received During the
Draft EIR Pyblic Review Period
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™ ROSEDALE - RI0 BRAYO

e’ ATER STORAGE DISTRICT

i ?/ 849 Allen Road * P.O.Box 887 =+ Bakersfield, California 93302-0867 =+  589-6045

o

CITY OF BAKERSFIELD July 8, 1988

RECEHVED

. PLANNING DEPARTMENT )
1501 Truxtun Avenue JULi 3 1968
Bakersfield, CA 93301 CITY OF BAKERSFIELD

. PLANNING DEPARTMENT
Attention Mr. Jim Movius

e iv a -Draft

5 ) \
- By ARAR. -
Ve e . H

The Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage District has reviewed the
Draft EIR for the proposed Kern River Parkway Plan. The
District has previously expressed concerns regarding the plan in
letters dated January 5, 1988 and February 15, 1988.

ok

The District's main concern is regarding the operation of its
headworks facility located just east of the Stockdale Highway
bridge in an area designated in the plan as riparian habitat.
The operation of the facility requires periodic maintenance
which may involve plant and animal control. The District's | 3
headworks facility has not been identified as an existing
development along the Parkway nor have the maintenance
requirements been addressed. We have suggested that a buffer
zone be added around the District's facilities so that our

:
(Bt oy -
x

1’%;:“ -
Pl

¥,

! g&ﬁﬁ‘:‘“ﬁ.«s_ -
LN -4

maintenance operations may be performed as usual.
i If you have any questions or would like to discuss this further,
£ please do not hesitate to contact either myself or Monique
‘ Ansolabehere at .Boyle Engineering.
g%

_ROSEDALE-RIO BRAVO WATER STORAGE DISTRICT

E ' mCollup %

ke Manager

F 1c

cc:BEC

BK-R01-002-~88
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KERN COUNTY MUSEUM
3801 Chester Avenue

CAROLA G. RUPERT
Director, Curator Bakerstield, Caillfornia 93301
(80S) 861-2132 ‘

JEFF COOMBER
Asst. Director, Curator

JUL1 4938

CITY OF BAKERSFIZLD
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

July 12, 1988

Mr. James Movius, Acting Principal Planner
City of Bakersfield

1501 Truxtun Avenue

Bakersfield, CA 93301

Dear Mr. Movius:

We have examined the Draft Environmental Impact Report on the

Kern River Parkway Plan,

Interest are in proximity to the
in the text of Chapter 7, we believe the mitigation measures and

surface survey are adequate to protect any cultural resources
which may be disturbed during cona}ructian.

exciting to the Kern County Museunm, as
ibility as a cultural resource for the
he Kern River Parkway.

Further, the plan is very
it should enhance our visibl
community and tourists using t

Sincerely,

CE«zLA_C;Cu,¢16¢f"/

Carola G. Rupert

CGR:w]jw
Director

6-4
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and while a number of Points of Historic
project which are not enumerated
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Stats of Califomia The Resources Agency of California

L Memorandum

- Date 1 August 1, 1988

To ' Gordon F. Snow, Fh.D.
Project Coordinator
Resources Agency

B

From : Department of Parks and Recreation

e -

Subject: Kern River Parkway Plan
Draft Environmental Impact Report

SCH# 88020119

Bt g =
. ‘

%f The Department of Farks and Recreation has reviewed the subject
é» document. The proposed project is in accaord with the
- Department’s program to provide hiking and riding trails for
g? recreational use and to provide open space for resource
é preservation.
T wWe support the recommendations to remove the pistol range and to 4-
%‘ relocate, or scale down, the amphitheater.
Please keep us apprised of the progress of the project. Our
¥ contact is Mr. James M. Doyle, Supervisor, Environmental Review
~§, Section, P.0. Box 942896, Sacramento, CA 94296—-0001, telephone
’ (916) 3I24-6421.
5o
S -
. Ty
i Richard G. Rayburn, Chief
i Resource Protection Division
i S
0
& .
?‘

£ 27 R

—
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Department of

PUBLIC WORKS

2700 “M” Street. Suite ¢500 -
Bakersfleld. CA 93301
(80S) 861-2481 -

RECEIVED,
AUG G333

CITY OF BAKERSF.ZLD

PLANNING DE L
Ref: 7-2.1b Kern River BianC DEPARTMENT

L. DALE MILLS

Director of Public Works
County Surveyor
County Road Commissioner

August 1, 1988

City of Bakersfield -
Planning Department i F
1501 Truxtun Avenue .
Bakersfield, CA 93301

Attn: Jim Movius, Associate Planner -

Gentlemen: i

This department has reviewed the June, 1988 draft EIR for the Kern River .
Parkway. It does not appear concerns and comments contained in this

department's April 4, 1988 letter were considered on the Conceptual Master Site -
Plan map. on Page 3-6, Bridge Crossings, or Page 9-13, Bikeways. .
Very truly yours, e
N (
AAOUT) |
Martin V. Taylor Y
" MVT:ab :
cc: Fred Simon - PADS '2 \
4
"
L

r :
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L. DALE MILLS

Drector of Public Works
County Surveyor
County Road Commissioner

Apri

City of Bakersfield
Planning Department
1501 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93301

Attn: Jim Movius, Associate Planner

Gentlemen:

1 4, 1988

Ref: 7-2.1b

Deparment of

PUBLIC WORKS

Kern River Plan

ECEEHVED

APR O 81928

CITY OF BAKERSFLIC
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

This department has reviewed the January 25, 1988 environmental assessment fo

for the Kern River Parkway Plan.

As you are aware, Section 5.3, Implementation Standards and Specific Policies
of the Kern River Plan stipulates in part that bicycle paths will be further

defined by a "Specific Trails Plan".

gtudy which, upon completion, will recommend a system
It is this department's opinion that the paths should be

the Kern River Plan.
those indicated on the approved Metropo

Kern COG has funded a RFP to conduct a
of bicycle paths within

litan Bakersfield Bikeway Master Plan.

The City has approved the map and the County intends to include a compatible
system in the General Plan Circulation Element currently being prepared.

rm

_response to that project's environmental assessment March 25, 1988.

2700 M Street S, /e 500

Furthermore, your Public Works Department was made aware of .the need to provide
for the bike path under the bridge you intend to construct across the Kern
River at China Grade Loop by letter October 1, 1987 and again by letter in

Please revise the conceptual master site plan for the Kern River corridor and
include appropriate text in the document that will identify paths, lanes. and
routes within the river plan and adjacent facilities that provide continuity.

The following system is recommended:

Road Name Limits Type g-

* Stockdale Hwy. CSB to Calif. Ave. Class II
* Calif. Ave. Stockdale Hwy to Mohawk St. *Class 11
* Mohawk St. calif. Ave. to Truxtun Ave. Class II
* Mohawk St. Truxtun Ave. to Gilmore Ave. Future
* Gilmore Ave. Mohawk St. to Standard St. Future

6-7
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City of Bakersfield
Planning Dept.
April 4, 1988

Page two

*

Standard St.
Calloway Canal
Willow Dr.
Oildale Dr.
Beardsley Ave.
N. Chester Ave.
Lower River
Crossing
* pierce Rd.

% % N #

* Golden State
Frontage Rd.
* So. "H" St.
* 30th St.
Kern River Bike
Path

Gilmore Ave. to Calloway Canal

Standard St. to the weir

Oildale Dr. thru Riverview Park to weir
Beardsley Ave. to Willow Dr.

Qildale Dr. to N. Chester Ave.

30th St. to Beardsley Ave.

Weir @ Riverview Park

River Path @ Future Oak St.
Bridge to Calloway Canal
"H" St. to Bike Path

30th St. to Golden State Frontage Rd.
Chester Ave. to So. "H" St.
CSB to Manor St.

Future
Future
Class I,
Class II
Class II
Class II
Class I

Class 11
Class 11
Class 11

Class II
Class I

spBike facilities adjacent to the Kern River Plan that provide continuity.

Please note that the preceeding list only includes the site plan included in

the document being reviewed. The need for bike paths along the Kern River

11

extends to the Stockdale Highway bridge to the west and to the Rancheria Road
This will require the following additional system within
the plan-and a compatible system outside of the plan.

bridge to the east.

Road

Kern River Bike Path

* Stockdale Hwy.

Kern River Bike Path

* Manor St.
* China Grade Loop

* Round Mtn. Rd.

* “"Future Road”

* Alfred Harrell Rd.

Limits

Stockdale Hwy. to CSB

Kern River to CSB

Manor St. to Hart Park

BikePath to China Grade Loop

Manor St. to Round Mtn. Rd. &
south to Bike Path

China Grade Loop to where it
leaves the Kern River

Round Mtn. Rd. to Rancheria Rd.

Hart Park to S.H. 178

6-8

Iype

Class I
Class II
Class I
Class 11
Class II

Class I1

Future
Class 11




1 City of Bakersfield
‘ Planning Department
April 4. 1988

Page three
- Road Limits Type
"
i
L = g H. 178 Alfred Harrell Hwy. to Rancheria Rd. Future
* Rancheria Rd. S.H. 178 to "Future Rd.” Future

g o~

Hart Park River Crossing Alfred Harrell Hwy. to Round Mtn. Rd. Class I
. @ weir below Hart Park

as described, will provide the following river crossings and access

P
oo

The systenm,
locations.

~E

.~
P

River Crossing Bike Path Access Point

Description

,.
X}
9

stockdale Hwy. @ Kern River X
CcSB
Coffee Rd. @ Kern River X
Mohawk Rd. @ Kern River X
parking Site @ Truxtun Ave.
‘ Beach Park

7o Oak St. @ Kern River (New Bridge) X
g Golden State Frontage Rd. )
ke Pierce Rd. @ Calloway Canal
calloway Canal @ weir

Chester Ave. @ Kern River
Manor St.
, China Grade Loop @ Kern River

i Round Mtn. Rd. @ weir below Hart Park
é; Round Mtn. Rd. @ Kern River

i Fairfax Rd. @ Kern River

BB v

¥

g

o pd D¢ B
NNN%NK%XNNN%N%N%

gé Please note that the site plan contains certain features that are not
iﬁ compatible with the proposed bikeway system.

& . 1. Future bike path bridge midway between Beach Park and Golden State Highway
B doesn't serve any facility.

2. Future bridge crossing at Golden State Highway on wrong side of highway.

6-9




Ccity of Bakersfield
Planning Department
April 4, 1988

Page four

3. Future bike path bridge downstream from Chester Avenue doesn't serve any

facility.
Very truly yours,
L. DALE MILLS
Director
By /W\ U 3 'J/VW
Martin V. Taylor
LDM:MVT:ab
Attachment

cc: PADS - Pred Simon

6-10
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North Bakersfield Recreation & Park District
405 Galaxy Avenue, Bakersfield California 93308 (805) 392-2000

August 3, 1988

RE(CJEHVIE]D

AUG O 81988
Jim Movius, Acting Principal Planner . CITY OF BAKERSE.=
City of Bakersfield PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Planning Department
1501 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93301

Re: Draft Environmental Impact
Report Kern River Parkway Plan

Dear Jim:

We appreciate the opportunity to review the river plan. The plan
seems to address the issues from our point of view. Although this
District is involved in much higher recreational intensity, the need
for more natural experiences has been received from our residents. 3-3

During our survey for our Master Plan and subsequent surveys
many requests have been made regarding trail systems and preservation and
land enhancement of the river experience for today and future gener-
ations.

Hopefully this study will give the needed direction for preser-
vation and enhancement of this most important element in the Bakersfield

Metropolitan Landscape.
We are pleased with the study.
Sincerely,

(3G g

Colon G. Bywater
Superintendent Planning
and Construction

CGB/fe

6-11



TELEPHONE
{808) 327-t148¢

City of Bakersfield

2901 4 STREKET
BAKERSIFIELD, CALIFORMNIA 93301

7 CIVIL - e
ENGHHEERS St

RICKETT, WARD,

DELMARTER AND DEIFEL
201 H ST, BAKESSAELD. CA KXW PHONE 71408

Job No. 12036

August 3, 1988

i1

Planning Department AN 03w L

1501 Truxtun Ave. Tt M

Bakersfield, CA 93301 CiTVv AF naueene -, -
P'..A-“.".'\‘ ‘,':; -;.‘.;-» ::'-.'-. g

ATTN: Jim Movius

RE:

.-
YaoNg

Kern River Parkway Draft EIR

Dear Mr. Movius:

I have reviewed the above referenced document on behalf of

the

In

potential impact of the Levee District's emergency operations
on the Parkway facilities. The Levee District will work with

the
the
the

correspondence, the Levee District's responsibility is
protecting the people of Bakersfield from the flood hazard

Kern River Levee District.
my opinion, the Draft EIR adequately describes the
City to minimize the effect of maintenance operations on

Parkway facilities while still insuring the integrity of
Levee for flood protection. As mentioned in my previous

posed by the Kern River.

Very truly yours,

RICKETT, WARD, DELMARTER & DEIFEL

| el RIS

(-7 Joseph A. Rickett
RCE#25006/Exp. 12/31/89

JAR:jh

ccC:

Kern River Levee Dist.

6-12
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State of California The Resources Agency of California

~ Memorandum

Jo : (1) Dr. Gordon F, Snow Date : AUG « 1988

The Resources Agency
Subject : SCH#88020119: Kern

‘ (2) city of Bakersfield River Parkway Plan

1501 Truxtun Avenue
pakersfield, CA 93301

B g
[N -7

i

from : Department of Boating and Waterways

The Department of Boating and Waterways has reviewed subject Draft Environmental
Impact Feport (DETR) to provide recreational opportunities and habitat preserva-
tion and enhancement for the Kern River Parkway and would like to offer the

following comments:

o

ES

s T
bues

. 1. 1If boating regulations are proposed, they must be prepared
;i and submitted to our Department prior to adoption and at
i B least 30 days before the effective date thereof, in accor-
: dance with the requirements as specified in Sections 660
§¥ and 662, Barbors and Navigation Code (copy enclosed).
i

2. If the applicant determines waterway markers, 6.Je., signs
N or buoys, are necessary to warn or advise boatars, the
markers must be placed or installed in accordance with
the requiresments as specified in Title 14, Article 6,
California Code of Regulations (copy enclosed).

?W‘i;“ -

[N 2

Thank you for the opportunity to review this document.

Director

Enclosures




CALIFORNIA BOATING LAW

person or persons being towed and so constructed 23 to be incapable of carrying the
operator in or on the motorboat. The department may establish rules and regulations
governing the operation of any such watercraft, which rules and regulitions shall
provide the greatest degree possible for the safety of persons and vessels.

{(b) No person shall operate a vessel on any waters of this state towing a person or
persons on water skis or aquaplanc or similar device nor shall any person engage in
water skiing, aquaplaning, or other similar activity at any time between th= hours from
sunset to sunrise; providad, that such hours shall not apply to such watcrs of this state
as to which prohibited hours for such activities are fixed by local ordinances, laws, or
regulatiors enacted pursuant to this chapter.

(¢) The provisions of subdivisions (a) and (b) of this section do not apply to a
performer engaged in a professional exhibition or a person or persons engaged in any
one of the following authorized activities on any waters of this state: a regatta, vessel
or water sii race, or other marine event authorized pursuant to the provisions of
Section 263. :

{d) No person shall operate or manipulate any vessel, towrope, or other device by
which the direction or location of water skis, an aquaplane, or similar device may be
affected or controlled in such a way as to cuuse the water skis, aquaplane, or similar
davice, or any person thereon, to collide with, or strixe azainst, any onject or person.
The provisions of this subdivision do not apply to collisions of two or more persons on
water skis, aquaplanes, or similar devices being towed by the same vessel.

(e) No person shall operate water skis, an aquaplane, or similar device in such a
manner as to endanger the life, limb, or property of any person.

659. Uniferm nevigatiensl merking of waters. The department may make rules and
regulations for the uniform navigutional marking of the waters of this state. Such rules
and regulations shall not be in conflict with markings prescribed by the United States
Ceust Guard. No 2ity, county, or person shall murk the waters of this stace in any
manner in conflict with the markings prescribed by the department.

680, Appﬁwbnddnﬂ«n-lmhdmw (a) The provi-
sions of this chapter, and of other applicable laws of this state, shall govern the use,
equipment, and all other matters relating thereto whenever any boat or vessel shall
be used on the waters of this state, or when any activity regulated by this chapter shall
take place thereon. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the adoption

. of any ordinance, law, regulation or rule relating to vessels by any entity otherwise
authorized by- law to adopt such measures, including but not limited to any city,
county, city and county, port authority, district or state agency; provided, however,
that such measures relating to boats or vessels shall pertain only to time-of-day restric-
tions, speed zones, special-use areas, and sanitation and pollution control, the provi-
sions of which are not in conflict with the provisions of this chapter or the regulations
adopted by the department. Such measures shall be submitted to the department
prior to adoption and at least 30 days prior to the effective date thereof.

{b) The department is authorized to make special rules and regulations with refer-
ence to the use of any boats or vessels on any body of water within the territorial limits
of rwo or mcre cities, countes, cities and counties or other poiitical subdivisions where
no special rules or regulations exist or when required to establish uniformity in such
special rules or regulations as the department may determine (1) are not uniform
sunder local laws and (2) as to which uniformity is practicable and necessary.

(c) Any entity, including but not limited to any city, county, city and county, port
authority, district or state agency, otherwise authorized by law to adopt measures
governing the use and equipment, and matters relating thereto, of boats or vessels,
may adopt emergency rules and regulations which are not in conflict with the general
laws of the state relating to boats and vessels using any waters within the jurisdiction
of the entity if such riles and reculations are required to insure the safary of nersens
and property, 2etause of duaster or other public calumuly. Such emerzency rutesand
regulations shall become effective immediately upon adoption and may remain in
effect for not to exceed 60 days thereafter. Upon submission of such emergency rules
and regulations to the department. the dzpartment may authonze the entity to make

1= emermency =il=s and rereuiutions ~Hartve fur oh Senad af e greater roan iU
(25 a3 15 Oueassasy 1 vizw of the disusier of CIrcuIMIIRCE.
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TITLE 14, EXCERPTS

6697. Prima-facie Evidence of Negligent Operation.

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 655 of the Harbors 2nd Navigation Code,
the following described acts endanger life, limb or property and constitute
evidence of reckless or negligent operation:

(3) Riding on the bow, gunwale or transom of a vessel propelled by machin-
ery underway when such position is not protected by railing or other reasonable
deterrent to falling overﬁrd, or riding in a position or manner which is
obviously dangerous. These provisions shall not apply to a vessel's crewmen in
the act of anchoring, mooring or making fast to a dock or another vessel, or the
necessary management of a sail.

(b) Maneuvering towed skiers, or other devices, 50 as to pass the towline
over another v&ef or its skier.

(c) Navigating a vessel, skis or other dex ices between 2 towing vessel and its
tow or tows.

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 652 and 635, Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference:
Secﬁaum&utdm}hrbonudfhﬁp&n&dc.
HISTORY:
1. New section filed 10-13-72; effective thirtieth day theresfter (Register T2, No. 42).
2 Editorial corvection of NOTE filed 10-11-83 (Register 83, No. 41).

Article 6. Waterway Marking System
7000. Scope.

Pursuant to the authori vatedinitbySecﬁon&SB.Hzrbonandeigxﬁon
Code, the Department t3 rules and regulations for 2 uniform system for
markin theSme’swatcn;wehndaandreguhdmummb&h,(awgm
ofreguimryxmrkmformeonaﬂwnmofthesutemmeet not
pmvidedfotbytbeU.S.CmstCuardsystemofnavi ) aids, and (b) a
system of navigational aids for use on the waters of the not marked by the
US.CoastCmrdmdlwnotdeterminedtobeUmmdSutamvipblemm
pmvidedthnmchmlamdteguhﬁomshaﬂnotbemmﬁictwithd\emb
ings prescribed by the US. Coast Guard.
NUTE:Anthoﬁwd(ed:Socﬁonm.HubonandNaﬁptanodgﬂcmm
650 and 639, Harbors and Navigation Code.

HISTORY:

. Amendment of Article 6 (Sections 7000 through 7008) filed 3-11-71; effective thirti-

eth day thereafter (Regster 71, No. 20). For prior history see Registers 66, No. 4J and 89,
No. «4.

2. Editorial correction of NOTE filed 10-11-83 {Register 83, Na. 41).

T001. Definition (as used in this article).

(3) Waterway marker is any device designed to be placed in, on or near the
water to convey an official message to a boat operator on matters which may
affect health, safety, or weil being, except that such devices of the United States
3:;:‘ agency of the United States are excluded from the meaning of this

ition.

(b) R Marker isa waterway marker which has no equivalent in the
US. Coast system of navigational aids.

(c) State Aid to Navigation is 2 waterway marker which is the equivalent of
a US. Coast Guard aid to navigation.

(d}’ Buoy is any device designed to float which is anchored in the water and
which is used to convey a message.

147
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CALIFORNIA BOATING LAW

(e) Sign is any device for carrying a message which is attached to another
object such as a piling, buoy, structure or the land itself.

(f) A Display Area is the area on 2 sign or buoy needed for display of a
waterway marker symbol.

(g) Symbols are geometric figures such as a diamond, circle, rectangle, used
to convey a basic message. .

(h) “Department” means the Department of Boating and Waterways.
NOTE: Authonty cited: Section 639, Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference: Sections
650 and 639, Harbors and Navigation Code.

HISTORY:

1. Amendment filed 2-16-19 as procedural and organizational; effective upon filing
(Register 79, No. 7).

2 Editorial correction of NOTE filed 10-11-85 (Register 83, No. 41).

1002. Waterway Markers Used on the Waters of This State Shall Be as Follows.

(a) State Aids to Navigation.

g) A red buoy or sign shall indicate that side of a channel to be kept to the
right of a vessel when entering the channel from the main water body or when
proceeding u : 2 green buoy or sign shall indicate that side of 2 channel
to be kept to the leftof 2 vessel when entering the channel from the main water
bo"i'{x or when proceeding upstream.

ese buoys orsigm:hallnonmllybeusedmp:inmdoxﬂy for the purpose
of marking a clearly defined channel.

(2) A red and white vertically striped buoy or sign shall indicate the center
ofa navigea(li)le :ivatemhy‘; tally sriped buo il indica

(3) Aredandgreen rizontally stni ot sign indicateaj i
in the channel, or a wreck or obstruction which may be passed on dm
Ifthetopbandisred,mepreferredchannelistomelcﬁwhenpmceedin
‘mm leaving the main water body. If the topbandisgreentheprefezng

is to the night when proceeding upstream or leaving the main water

Y.

(4) White buoys shall indicate anchorage areas.

(5) The shapesof state aids to navigation shall be compatible with the shapes
established by Coast Guard regulations for the equivalent Coast Guard aids to
navigation.

(6) When lightsare placed on-buoys as an aid to navigation, their characteris-
tics shall be compatible with those desi ted by Federal Regulations for fed-

eral aids to navigation. Red lights for this purpose shall be used only on red

buoys and green lights only on green buoys.
~ (b) Regulato Markers.

(1) A diam~nd shape of internationai orange with white center shall indicate
danger. The .ature of the danger may be indicated by words or well-known
abbreviations in black letters inside the diamond shape, or above and/or below
it on white back d.

(2) A diamond shape of international oran?e with a cross of the same color
within it against a white center without qualifying explanation shall indicate 2
zone from which all vessels are exclud

(3) Acircleof international orange with white center will indicate a control
or restriction. The nature of the control or restriction shall be indicated
words. numerals, and/or well-known abbreviations in black letters inside the
circle. Additional explanation may be given above and/or below it in black
lettars on white background.

T

--?

- '..-,;;-';,'_',;(:1,"" Ar i

. %a Wahra

(4) A rectangularf
cate information,( !
ute to health, safe¢ "
rcctzn%l‘c in black I

(c) Letters or *W'

(1) Numbers, ¢,
marker shall be piat
apY:oaching or pass.
as large as the av
backgroundsshz[ K
black.

(2) Stateaidsto
Red buoys and si
and green buoys; 1*
bers, the numbers
stream. Buoys andf
junction be: |
used to identify s

d) Reflectorize:

ector will be=:{"

white reflectors |
orange reflectory .l
yellow reflectors m .
NOTE: Authority ¢ 1
650 and 659, Harb' »
HISTORY:

1. Amendment fil¢-

2. Editonal cort
7002.1. Special’ {

Special markers
to indicate a spr"
dl’edging, ESh n‘: '
to a chart or othc!

(a) Aids used ti;-
NOTE: Authonity, !
630, 635.3. and 63¢ .«
HISTORY.

1. New section fil+

I
7003. Authenit
(a) No waterw
State uniess such #
of the State havi
of this sechon si *
of the U.S. Coast
(b) Such agea"
placement, obt
concerned. Not..
clearance vwath t].



TTTLE 14, EXCERPTS

0 ) (4) A rectangular shape of international orange with white center will indi-
cate information, other a danger, control or restriction, which may contrib-
. ute to health, safety or well-being. The message will be presented within the
L. rectangie in black letters.

(c) Letters or Numbers on Waterway Markers.

(1) Numbers, letters or words on a state aid to navigation or re tory
marker shall be placed in a manner to enable them to be clearly visible to an
approaching or passi g‘vmcl. They shall be block style, well proportioned and
as large as the available space permits. Numbers and letters on red or black
] bal:ckfounds shall be white; numbers and letters on white backgrounds shall be
b

(2) State aids to navigation shall be numbered or lettered for identification.
Red buoys and signs marking channels shall be identified with even numbers,
and green buoys and signs marking chann. Is shall be identified with odd num-
bers, the numgcrs incrasin‘g;rom the main water body or proceeding up-

and signs indi ting the center of 2 waterwa or a channel
junction be identified by letters of the alphabet. All numbers and letters
shall be preceded by the letters “CF.”
Where reflectorized materials are used, a red
ectorwillbemedonaredbwy,agrecnreﬁectotonagreenbuoy.md
i i other waterway markers, except that
orange reflectors may be used on orange portions of regulatory markers, and
yellow reflectors may be used on Special Markers, as defined in Section 7002.1.
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 639, Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference: Sections
630 and 659, Harbors and Navigation Code.
a ) HisTORY:
1. Amendment filed 3-13-85 effective thistieth day theresfter (Register 83, No. 11).
2. Editorial correction of NOTE filed 10-11-83 (Register 83 No. 41).

7002.1. Special Markers.
Special markers are not primarily intended to assist navigation, but are used
to indicate a special area or feature (i.e., traffic separation, anchorage areas,
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e 2 dredging, fish net areas, etc.) whose nature may be apparent from reference
ég to to a chart or other nautical document.

‘ (a) Aids used to mark these areas or systems will be all yellow.

) 3 NOTE: Authority cited: Section 639. Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference: Sections
g d 650, 6353, and 659, Harbors and Navigation Code.

HISTORY:
1. New section filed 3-13-85; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 83, No. 11).

&

. 7003. Authority to Place Markers.

(a) No water~ay marker shail be placed on, in, or near the waters of the
w State uniess such placement is authorized by the agency or political subdivision
of the State having power to give such authorization, except that the provisions
of this section not apply to private aids to navigation under the jurisdiction
of the US. Coast Cumi.

(b) Such agency or political subdivision of the State will, prior to authorizing
rol placement, ogtain the necessary clearances of any federal and state agencies

concerned. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to require su prior
he clearance with the Department.
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CALIFORNIA BOATING LAW

.. . . lace-
¢) The agency or political subdivision of the State authorizing the p
mc(n)t of a wgterczay np:rkcr will inform the Department of the following:

(1) Exact location of the marker. expressed in lgnmde and long}tude. or in
distance and direction from one or more fixed objects whose precise location
: l((;;,wT‘}‘{e description and pu of the marker, including its identifying
number, if any, as required gy?::ion 7002(a) (5), above. .
NOTE: Authonty ated: Section 659, Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference: Sections
650 and 659. Harbors and Nawviganon Code.

RY: .
"lls.rl:?dilonal correction of NOTE filed 10-11-85 (Register 83, No. 41).

7004. Maintenance of Waterway Markers. N
Waterway markers shall be maintained in proper condition, or be replaced
or removed. o .
NOTE: Authonty cited: Section 639, Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference: Sections
630 and 659, Harbors and Navigation Code.
RY: )
Hlls.-rgditoﬁd correction of NOTE fled 10-11-85 (Register 85, No. 41).

. Di Waterway Markers. )
mﬁ) B:gmy : xynaybedisplayedasasxgn or;;ﬁxeds‘:lupox;ort'ua
bearing a symbol its surface, or as a sign mounted on 2 .

bu?g') Wlu:ug aabuoy is us‘:l ‘to carry a symbol on its surface, it will be white, with
a band of international orange at the top and 2 band of international orange
above the water line at the Eottnm- ] il be marked with

(¢) Abuoywhosesolepurposeutom;ngn_abovext mark vath
three bands of international orange alternating with two bands of white, e
band occupying approximately one-fifth of the total area of the buoy lbov&in e
water line, except where the sign itself carries pr_angle bands; however Y , O E
in these regulations will be construed to prohibit the mounting ot a sign on
buoy which has been placed for a purpose other than thatofarrymganﬁ

(J) When are placed on signs, 2 suitable white background may
used outside the symbol. .
NOTE: Authonty cited: Section 639, Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference: Sections
630 and 639, Harbors and Navigation Code.
Hlfrk?dl::xul correction of NOTE Bled 10-11-83 (Register 85, No. 41).

ificati Waterway Markers.

T, o I ateaial, and construction of all markers, both fixed and
floating, shall be such as to be observable under normal conditions of visibility
at a distance such that the significance of the marker or aid will be recognizable
in time to avoid danger. o ) '

(b) Waterway markers shall be made of materials which will retain, despite
weather and other the chnnc:ieﬁstjc; essential to.their basic signifi-
cance, such as color, shape, legibility and posiion. ,
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 639, Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference: Sections
650 and 659, Harbors and Naviganon Code.
HISTORY- _

1. Edstorial correction of NOTE filed 10-11-85 (Reguster 83, No. 41).

7007. Other W~F
(a) Moonng
aids to navigatic..
clearly visible abo,
shall not apply
established moc .
(b) Placement
markers will be g
(c) Such ma:
which could res -
or any state regul;
navigation, cause’’
NOTE: Authonty, ‘r,
630 and 89, Har
JAISTORY: ~
1. Editorial cor

7008. The Div
(a) Aredflagr
to the lower nigls
known as the *
presence of 2§
(b) Recognitic
any rights or pri¥
be construed v/
{c) Operatc..
with conditions ;
(d) Thisflag-"
in a water are .
violation of thu.
Code. .
NOTE: Authont .
650 and 639, Ha, -
HISTORY:
1. Fditerial cyrF®

7009. The Ski |,
(a) A red flug
etting ready to.-
rom a vessel "
{b) Recogni e
any nights or pi1
as restricting thy—
(c) Operat(
with conditiof. -
(d) This flag
listed in (a) ab™
conditions exi,
NOTE: Authoni. ’
Sections 650, 635..,
HISTORY:
1. New scctiéé.i_
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TITLE l4. EXCERPTS

1007. Other Waterway Marking Devices.

(a) Moonng Buoys. In order that mooring buoys shall not be mistaken for
aids to navigation or regulatory markers. they shall be white, with a blue band
clearly visnb%: above the waterline, provided that the provisions of this section
shall not apply until July 1, 1965 to such devices located within an officially
established moonng area.

(b) Placement ot markers such as moonng buoys and permanent race course
markers will be processed in the same manner as waterway markers.

{¢) Such markers shall not be of a color, shape, configuration or marking
which could result in their confusion with any federal or state 2id to navigation
or any state reguiatory marker, and shall not be placed where they will obstruct
navigation, cause confusion, of constitute 3
NOTE: Authonty cited: Section 659, Harbors and Nawigation Code. Reference: Sections
6%0 and 639, Harbors and Nawvigation Code.

AISTORY-
L. Editorial correction of NOTE filed 10-11-85 (Reguster 83. No. 41).

7008. The Divers Flag.

(a) Ared flag with a white diagonal running from the upper left hand comer
to the lower nght hand corner (from mar-head to lower outside corner) and
known as the ~Divers Flag™ shall when displayed on the water, indicate the
presence of 2 person engaged in diving in the water in the immediate ares.

(b) Recognition of this flag by regulation will not be construed as conferring
any rights or privil es on its users, and its presenceinawtteraruwillnot
be construed in itself as restricting the use of the water area so marked.

(c) Operators of vessels will, however, exercise precaution commensurate
with conditions indi

(d) This flag shall be displayed only when diving is in progress, and its display
in 2 water area when no diving is in progress in that area will constitute a
véz:lztion' of this regulation and of Section 659 of the Harbors and Navigation

e.
NOTE: Authonty cted: Section 659, Harbors and Nawvigation Code. Reference: Sections
650 and 6%9. 1larbors and Navnigation Code.
HISTORY: : .
1. Fditonai correction of NOTE filed 10-11-8% (Remster 85. No. 41).

7009. The Ski Flag.
(a) A red flag, known as the “ski flag,” shall indicate a downed skier, a skier
etting ready to ski, a ski line out,or 2 ski in the immediate area when displayed
rom a vessel involved in towing a skier.

(b) Recognition of this flag by regulation will not be construed as conferring
any rights or privileges on its users, and its display will not be construed in itself
as restricting the use of the water in the vicimty of the vessel displaying the flag.

(c) Operators of vessels will, however, exercise precaution commensurate

~ with conditions indicated.

(d) This flag shall be disglayed only when one or more of the conditions
listed in (a) above exists, and dispiay of the flag on a vessel when none of such
conditions exists, will constitute a violation of this regulation.

NOTE: Authonty cited: Sections 638 and 659, Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference:
Sections 630. 635.3 and 639, Harbors and Nawvigatuon Code.

HISTORY:
1. New section filed 1-28-83; effective thittieth day thereafter (Reguster 83, No. 3).
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T OT CAPORNA—BUSINESS. TRANSPORTATION ANO HOUSING AGENCY GROMGE DEIALRAN. Comrareear

SPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

52 Waest Olive Avenue
2. BOX 126816
3sno, CA 93778

Q9) 488-4095
D (209) 488-4066

March 17, 1988

Mr. J. Dale Hawley, Manager [~

Department of Public Works
City of Bakersfield KER-GEN gf
1501 Truxtun Avenue NOP of DEIR e
Bakersfield, CA 93301 Kern River Parkway Plan .
\,f -
Dear Mr. Hawley: b
. .
We have raviewed the Notice of Preparation of a draft Environmental Impact ¥
Raport for the proposed Kern River Parkway Plan in the City of Bakersfield. -
This plan will affect Stats Routes 99, 58/178 and 204. Caltrans has already gfﬁ
issuad permits for a bicycle path under State Route 99 and an accsss from %
178. No access will be allowed to States Route 99 and further access from 9-6,
Stats Route 178 is unlikely because of extremely heavy traffic in that area e
and the fact that park aress can be easily rasched from the city streets. é
Depending on the design and orientation of the pistol range site, we quastion 967"
the location designated adjacent to State Routa 99. N
The transpo:ta:ian/ciz:culation impacts of this project will be better analyzed [_
based on the findings and proposa.s mada in the UaIX. ‘
Sincarely,
ORiTireal S3NED 2Y _ ©
NATHAN M. .SIAITH e
-
NATHAN M. SMITH L
District 6 Transportation Planner
LM:ah gr
b
cc: DAM
-
¥
5%5
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RANDALL L ABBOTT 27;}0 hyl ‘J(()rotct
=CTOR uite
DIRECT Bakarsfieid. CA 93

- David Price 11!

ro Assistant Director (805) 861-261

DEPARTMENT OF
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

o -
«

August 11, 1988

City of Bakersfield. Plaming Department
Att: Jim Movius

1501 Truxtun Averue

Bakersfield, CA g3301

&3
1
3

File: Agency
City of Bakersfield

B sz
e

Re: Draft Environmental Inmpact Report (DEIR), Kerm River Parkway Plan

preanmaey

" Ladies and Gentlemen

Thank you for the opportunity to comment upon the above noted project.  Th
various secticns of this office hnave reviewed the draft EIR ard offer Tt

¢ folloNing comments:

b Plan _:ng;gnmmﬁm (contact JimP1lis)-Suggest the Gocument be reviewed by Ker
¢ County Puhiic Warks-Roads regarding possible traffic impacts. Note that an
improvements TO intersection 1 study area (North Chester Averue/Roperts L[are

will require action by the County, not the City as noted.

E Plan Development (contact Marc @nthér[-?:opoml appears to result in miro
change fram existing, primarily an ennancement of existing conceptual plans. Tr
major land use proposais which may conflict witn the riparian concept {i.e
pistol range: Amphitneater) are discussed as concerns in the DEIR. There, T

major propblems are foreseen; map code charge TO the Generai P2ian will T

1
x4 required
.

? ; Flood Plain Management (contact Clark Farr)-There appears TO be a major omissic
ks . 35 the DEIR. It fails to discuss the existence of at least four County drainac
A systems that utilize the Kern River for runoff disposal. They are:

gw ‘ a. Northeast Bakersfieid Drain-funoff discharged by open charmel paralie.
- to Manor Street (west side); propocse landscaping may impact chamei W

.- ard flow rates.
- b. North Chester/Hart Street Drain-No impacts noted.

- c. Olldale Drain-No impacts noted.

Ollcale Uraln
. d. Rosedale Highway/Freeway 99 area Storm Drain-This system is part of a
; I existing Storm Drain Plan. -t is intended t© discharge run off an the
’E northside of the River, westT of Higrway 99. These proposed Storm Dra
tacilities may be negatively impacted DYy the recreation area proposed
‘ In addition, any City Storm Drain in the area may also need furtner

éﬁ ! discussion.
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BEnvironmental Analysis (contact Pred Simon)-The DEIR appears to adegquately ¥
address other areas of environmental effect. These corcerns mentioned wder| .
Plan Develorr~nt's comments are supported: Strong consideration should be given 4
to reiocatic. of the Police Pistol Rarge ocutside the Parioway Plan area; reduction|
in the site .. the Amphitheater as suggested in the DEIR, or perhaps the plaming l'
of 2-3 smaller facilities (50 seats) at various locations alcng the River may be “
more appropriate.

Should you have arny questions concerning these comments, please contact the / .
individual noted under the section an which your question pertains. -

Very truly yours

RANDALL L. ABBOTT, Director \ )
Planning and Development Services ¢

By: Fred Simon L
Principal Plamner -

FS:pj
cc: Plan Implementation

Plan Develiopment
Flood Plain Mamagement .
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KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY
Bakersfield. Calitornia 93302

Tetepnone (80S5) 393-6200

Owectors.
Frea L Starrn Dwision 1 Stuart T Pyle
Terry Rogers Owsion 2 General Manager
: John L. Wlls Omasion 3 George E Ribbie
£ Presigent Assstant Engnesr-Manager
'% Michsel Redon Dmsion 4 . 1. Hhck
£, Acnenne J Mathews  Dmsion S ) .’:
, Henry C Garnett Omsion & General Counse
i Gene A. Lunocuist Dwsion 7 Adoress mai to
3 PO Box58
3 Pam Schiing Secretary 93302-0058
August 11, 1988
D IE((“E,TL"\/"‘E;'D‘
Jim Movius ' i l—/
- City of Bakersfield 1 1099
i Planning Department ’ AUG 6 ==
" 1501 Truxtun Avenue CITY OF BAKEPSF -
. Bakersfield, CA 93301 PLANNMG D3IPA2TIIMG
i RE: Kern River Parkway Plan
IS Dear Mr. Movius:
= ) We have reviewed the proposed Kern River Parkway Plan and support the
. concept. However, there are potential conflicts with our use of the river as a
I8 raw water source for the treatment plant which should be addressed more fully.
‘ ﬁe are concerned with the discharge from the Manor Street Storm Drain
g4 and the possibility of contamination of the River. This contamination could
ﬁg lead to treatment plant shutdowns for periods when the drain discharges heavily
jnto small river flows. A possible mitigation would be to isolate the Manor

Street Drain from the Kern River flows. The county's method of nhandling the
North Chester Drain effluent would satisfy our needs.

You have addressed possible impact of contact recreation above the
Calloway Weir and the possible future regulation of such contact recreation. In
~ view of the ever tightening environmental rules which govern our water treatment
" function, it would be prudent to eliminate body contact recreation in the pool

above the Calloway Weir.

These comments are in addition to those included in our previous
letter dated March 9, 1988. .

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this plan.
Yery truly yours,

Lot (= (Zpbler

Stuart T. Pyle
General Manager

gE cc. City of Bakersfield Water Dept.
/ | 6-33




STATE OF CALFORNIA—OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Govermc

OFFICE OF PLANNING AND RESEARCH

1400 TENTH STREET .
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814

= FCTiV O
Jim Movius D F,CELV =L Auaus
City of Bakersfield JE& L gust 12, 1938
1501 Truxtun Avenue AR £ e .
Bakersfield, CA 93301 R
o ANNIIG DZBARTHAINT |

Subject: Karn River Parkway Plan - SCH# 88020119

-

Dear Mr. Movius:

The State Clearirghouse submitted the above named draft Envirormental Impact
Report (EIR) to selected state agencies for review. The review period is
closed and the comments of the individual agency(ies) is(are) enclosed. “
Also, on the enclosed Notice of Completion, the Clearinghouse nas checked
which agencies have commented. DPlease review the Notice of Completion to

ensure that your comment package is complete. If the package is vot ir .
order, please notify the State Clearinghouse immediately. Your eight digit ‘
State Clearirghouse number should be used so that we may reply promptly. 1

Please note that recent legislatiorn requires that a responsible agercy or
other public agency shall only make substantive comments on a project which | F
are within the area of the agency’'s expertise or which relate to activities |
which that agency must carry out or approve. (AB 2583, Ch. 1514, Stats.
1984.) ' ’ _ T

These comments are forwarded for your use in preparing your ‘fipal EIR. 1If
you need more information or clarification, we suggest you contact the
camnentirg agency at your earliest cocovenience.

Please contact John Keene at 916/445-0613 if you have ary questioes )
regardirg the ervirormental review process. N

Sircerely,

. S
g ’__'-—"'.".

; . ""‘—’/M-—-’ L—-‘ -
N !

David C. Nunenkamp '
Chief )
Office of Permit Assistance -
Erclosures e

cc: Resources Agency
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CITY OF BAKERSFIZID
PLANMING DEPARTMENT August 14, 1988

Arthur Unger

James Movius, Associate Planner
City of Bakersfield

Dear Mr. Movius:

Here are our comments on the DEIR on the Kern River Parkway.

The KRP, exclusive of the primary floodway, Lake Truxtun and existing
developed parks, consists of 716 acres (page 4-4). This represents almost
the only opportunity for wildlife viewing and similar passive recreation
in metropolitan Bakersfield. All of these 716 acres should be devoted to
habitat for the native species they contain, and have historicly contained.
None of the 716 acres should be covered with concrete, some restoration
should be done, and some adjacent acerage should be added. There is no
room here for amphitheater, pistol range, jnformation center, more active
recreation than already exists, or mxch more parking.

Near the top of page 4-8, the DEIR states an argument against allowing an
AMPHTTHEATER in the KRP and refers to several other good reasous not to have
it here. If it is still being considered, the FEIR should list other
similar facilities in the commmity and discuss the need for having such
seats in the KRP. There is an amphitheater at Bakersfield College, there
are small ones at CAIM and Beale Park. There is tentative financial

for a 13,000 seat grass terraced amphitheater at California State
University Bakersfield.
Page 9-15 states that an automobile bridge will serve the parking lot adjacent
to the amphitheater. A pedestrian rumnel under Chester Avenue is shown on
the map between p.3-2 and 3-3. If the amphitheater is not built, will

Page 8-17 justifies not having the INFORMATION CENTER in the KRP. It is

suggested that a certain private parcel be acquired. This property is not

visually incompatible with the goals of the KRP, as to deserve top priority

for acquisition. Since this property 1is separated fro m the River only

by the levee and bike path, it should eventually be acquired and returned

to a natural state. Alternative sites, which the FEIR should discuss include:
1. A storefront on Chester Avenue :

2. Any of the buildings within the three parks located in the KRP,
including the Economic Development Corporation building in
Beach Park,

3. The northeast corner of Chester and Columbus
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Page 8-17 states that the PISTOL RANGE is "out of character". Page 5-10
mentions the mitigations that buildings in the secondary floodway require.
Page 4-6 speaks of adverse visual impact, and public opposition. The FEIX
should discuss:

1. Increased public acceptance if the range is sited where if can
be enlarged to allow increased public use.

2. Extra cost of building in secondary floodway
3. Impact of parking lots and traffic required by range users.

4. Alternative sites, including nearby City owned land just west
of the City's corporation yard.

5. Restoring the area proposed for the pistol range as nearly as
possible to it's historic appearance, rather than continuing to
commit it to active recreation.

We should not plan on having AUTOMOBILE BRIDGES to access the KRP. PARKING
lots in the KRP should be used only to serve handicapped people. To
minimize the amount of habitat paved, the FEIR should consider:

1. Parking near the proposed Mohawk and Old River bridges. People
using this parking could use pedestrian walks onto the bridge
and then down into the KRP.

2. Pedestrian bridges over streets bordering the KRP. connecting with
existing parking for businesses that might be closed on week-ends.

3. Limited time parking in the KRP, so that picnic baskets, packages
and handicapped persons could be dropped off.

4. Constructing parking lots so they can become the ground floor of
parking buildings.

The number of SWIMMERS in the KRP may increase as local population increases,
especially if there is more water in the River. Could the discharge from
the Hawthorne Drain and the five pumping plants, mentioned on p. 5-13,

be filtered or treated before release into the Kern? Could water behind
Calloway Weir be treated or circulated through a filter to permit large
numbers of swimmers to use the area?

The discussion of CURRENT SURFACE WATER RESOURCES on page 17-3 makes it clear
that the Kern River can flow during most of the year only if it receives
water from the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta or the tributaries thereof. The
impact to the Delta should be discussed. Could the water added to the Kerm
be used to spare a like volume of water now taken from the Delta for some
other purpose?

Questions of KIT FOX HABITAT, FINANCING and LAND AQQUISITION are interwoven.
Some biologists think it takes about 640 acres to almost guarantee enough
riparian habitat for one breeding pair cf foxes, and that most of those acres
should not be strung out in ribbon like parcels, as much of the KRP acerage
is. The biggest "chunk' of land in the KRP is the Bakersfield Educational
Studies Area, at 261 acres excluding primary floodway (4-4). Would the chances
of having Kit Fox here forever increase if the land between this area and
Stockdale Highway were added to the KRP? Mitigation measures when finding a
Kit Fox den are discussed on page 8-15. It should be noted that the
effectivness of artificial dens is controversial. By minimizing construction,
we minimize disturbance. To obtain more space for athletics and PARKING,
consider acquiring adjacent land, including the parcel just east and south

of the Rasmussen Center, near the northeast end of the KRP.
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To further obtain habitat, the City should acquire the two parcels immediately

west of Golden State Highway and Freeway 99. Financing should be coordinated
with the Metropolitan Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan, as mentioned on

page 4-3.

Chapter 8 discusses PLANTS in the KRP. We appreciate pages 3 & 4 where the
possible reintroduction of some species is discussed. Has the City already
decided to exclude vegetation not native to California? If not, the DEIR
should have emphasized the adverse impact of such plants more fully.

Wny should exotic specimens not be removed, as suggested on p. 21?7 Is there
any Tamerisk in the KRP?

If PLANTS native to Califormia, but not native to this reach of the Kern River,
are planted, the FEIR should discuss their maintenance, invasiveness and
benefit to wildlife. Would locally native plants require less fertilizer,
herbicides and pesticides? If the Kern does not here approach it's
historic flora, where will we find such restoration?

Will the REST AREA shown on the norhtwest shore of Truxtun Lake obstruct
Kit Fox migratiom?
The McIntosh EIR shows a freeway along the Cross Valley Canal, near the

Bakersfield Fducational Studies Area. Is there anything to be done now
to mitigate such an event? .

Thank you for your attention to our comments and questions.

Wt P9

Arthur Unger
Conservation Chair
Kern-Kaweah Chapter
Sierra Club
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Apparantly, for the 1list on Pg. 8-19, few criteria were
considered in its preparation, except perhaps for drought~tolerance
and wildlife value. A proper list would consider the following
additional criteria:

Availability- Some of the plants listed may not be_avallable
anywhere. Others can be found at only one or two native
plant nurseries in California, which often are small-scale
operations, so obtaining large quantities may be difficult.

Adaptability to this climate - Some listed plants are coastal |
or woodland species and may do poorly in the difflcult !
conditionsfound in this area. Others may grow here, but their
performance is unproven.

Tolerance to ordinary landscape watering - Many Califormia
natives, such as Fremontia, simply cannot stand excessive or .
even normal watering. ‘

Vo

Appearance - Some of the shrubs become very large and wild- ‘
looking, limiting their landscape use.

o
d

‘?‘5{

Compatability with the existing native landscape - Some will |
look out of place, such as the incense cedar previously mentioned s

Db

Maintenance requirements - Plants with special needs should
be avolded. ‘p

Longetivity - Some natives are very short-lived. 55
Specific comments about plants on the list: Jﬁ
Blue elderberry (Sambucus caerulea) - This specles is so L
similar to Sambucus mexicana, which is native to the area, -
that I dor’t see any reason to include it on the list. o

California buckeye (Aesculus californica) - Loses it leaves
bty late summer. : [

California juniper - Limited availability. Very slow growins.

Live oaks - Interior live oak (Quercus wislizenil) 1s found L

along the Kern upstream and would be a more appropriate o
choice than coast live oak (Q. agrifolia). Canyon live oak
(Q. ohrysolepis) is slow growing (20' in 20-30 years). v

Chinquapin (Castanopsis spp.) Limited availabilty. May not
be adapted to local climate (in Kern County, this specles .
1s found above ?72000'). }

Flannelbush (Fremontla californica) - Very difficult to grow [
under ordinary cultivation. i

Lingleaf mahonia ( Mahonia nervosa) - Woodland specles, L
questionable whether it will stand full sun exposure in .
this climate. Limited availabilty. i?
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Lupine (Lupinus albifrons) - Limited availabilty. Usually
planted by seed.

Manzanitas (Artctostaphylos spp.) - Susceptible to overwatering.

Matilija poopy (Romneya coultert)-Can be invasive. Limited
1andscape use (slope etablilization., along roads. marginal areas)

Mulefat (Baacharis glutinosa) - This particular species 1s not
available anywhere that I Xnow .of.

Quailbush (Atriplex'lentirormis) - Good wildlife plant but
1imi ted 1andseape value. Can become too large and wild-looking.

Santa Cruz Island buckwheatl ( Eriogonum arborescens) - Coastal
specles, questionable adaptabllity to this area.

Shrubty monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacus) - Short-lived
perennial shrub., May have 1imited avallabilty.

Western Service berTy (Amelanchier alnifolia) - Performance in
this area unknown.

Carmel creeper (Ceanothus griseus) - Can be gshort-lived in this
area (as little as three years).

Navarro ceanothus (C. gloriosos) - Coastal species, cannot take
heat well.

Penstemons - Tends to be short-lived.

Madrone (Arbutus menziesii) - Difficult if not impossible to
grow in the central walley.

I would add the following to the 11st of recommended native species:

Bladder pod (Isomeris arborea)- Native to this area, can surviv
on little water..

California scrub oak (Quercus dumosa) - Small tree, often
multi-trunked, becomes picturesque with age. Does well in this
area.

Engelman oak (Quercus engelmanii)-Striking medium to large
evergreen tree. Does well in this area.

Other comments:

Regarding the proposed parking lots, their impacts are
mentioned on Pg. 8-17 under “Direct and Indirect Conflicts Between
Reoreation Areas/Parking Lots and Blolgical Resources.” This 1s a
rather euphemistic way to state this. This should properly be stat
ast "Removal of Riparian Habitat .from Construction of Recreation/Pa
Lots" becmuse this describes what will actually happen.
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Under mitigation measures (Pg. 8-18), alternatives such as
off-aite parking should be considered. The parking area near the
proposed police pistol range could be relocated just outside the
ParkXway in the lot where the City now stores paving materials. This
area 1s largely unused, The proposed parking lot northwest of
the intersection cof Truxtun and Mohawk Avenues 1s right where one
of the few stands of trees along Truxtun Avenue Extension is (includi
trees planted by citizen groups). This lot should if possible be
placed within the fenced area next to the water storage tank. Any
lot further away from Lake Truxtun will make the carrying of boats
to the lake difficult. The lot on the north side of the river near
the proposed Mohawk Ave. extenaion should be placed on the north side
of the Cross-Valley Canal. I realize this would entail the purchase
of additional land, but construction of an expensive vehicle bridge
across the canal would not be necessary (just a cheaper pedestrian
bridge). A parking lot immediately adjacent to the river channel
is unacceptable from an sesthetic and pollution viewpoint. The
parking area proposed at the southwest corner of the Chester Avenue
bridge once had the largest stand of buttonwillow I have seen along
the Kern. Consideration should be given to restoring.seme of this
stand. ' .

Under visual quality, Chapter 12, Pg. 12-9, the reoprt
basically states that the degradation af visual quality due to
.parking lots will be because of the removal of mature native trees.
My position is that the degradation of visual quality will be
because of the parking lots themselves. Modern trends call for
heavy landscaping in parking areas, often with planted berms to
shield views of pariing lots from adjscent streeta. Such mitigation
" measures should be considered.

While it 13 desirable to remove ugly concretes rubble from
Parkway:. areas (Pg. 12-12), this may not always be possible due
to flood protection considerations. Alternatives would be
covering the rubble with clean fill or replacement by cobble rock.
Generally though, there 1s probably more rubble than is really
necessary, because the river area has always been a convenient
place for contractors to dispose of their wasts materlals.

Pinally, increased recreational use of the parkway oould
lead to conflicts with sand extraction. The deep pits that these.
operatiocns.create in otherwise shallow areas of the streambed have
led to several drowning deaths in years past

Sincerely,

1~ ‘,4<:4h;Z:¢7
ohn Sweetser
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August 14, 1358

To: James D. Movius, Associate Planner
Planning Department Department R —_
1501 Truxtun Avenue ) [ i Y E D
Bakersfield, Ca. 93301 1 l )
aug 4 5 %8

f BAKERSF.2LD
Subject: Kern River Parkway E.I.R. P&LYN&G DIoARTMENT

From: Dennis Fox

Bakersfield is fortunate in possessing one of the few rivers in the

West that never became a repository of sewage, slums, or salvage:
yards. The E.I.R. does it justice, but it must be remembered that

an ounce of prevention beats a pound of mitigation and both beat a

ton of mandated retro-fit. Thus, all comments will suggest an
alternate recommendation. :

CIRCULATION

I read the 2010 Circulation element while using a environmental
check list. It is to laugh. It is unfortunate that such concerans

were not a program factor:

Air quality does not consider the prevailing winds,
the bridges required or the sprawl induced.

Noise will make the parkway an echo chamber.
Visual deterioration will be great.
This document makes the same myoptic error regarding circulation:

Pecple do not drive to intersections in order to beccme stalled--
not by desire anyway. They have destinations. Intersecticns

correction and expressways are but band-aids for planning injuries.

The last bypass crippled the downtowmn and moved what remained

ambulatory to Oak Street and the Southwest.
The proposed byvassing vill install strip malls
and sprawl to the western Parkway with their
attendant evils.
This will, of course, increase crosstown traffic.

The oenefit of development attracted to tne
Parkway will be offset bty the concurrent congestion.

I do not accept the 2010 consultant's apparent orientation

the downtovn Los Angeles River zs an ideal parkway model, HNeither

shouid this document.
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Reccormencatlicn

Since the circulation model used a flawed and insufficient data
model, and the conclusions often do not follow from even this data,
rejection 1is justifiec. A corrected element utilizing mcTe data and
considering all factors ghqudd be.cdane.

* »

+n River does not begin or end at the Parkway bound-

Since the Ke
local factors should_be.cunsidered..-

ries, regiomal and specific

WATER QUANTITY

The levels of water projected do not account for:

h lumbering and subsidized overgrazing

An increased swat
s snowpack retention and an earlier

which creates les
runoff.

Storage is then in Lake Isabella which is notorious fcr
neat and winds which cause a high evaporation factor, and
thus less efficient than underground recharge.

Watershed degradation is occurring in much of the Sierra,.

reducing amounts -available for import.

Northern concerns. regarding Delta salinity mzyalso
cause less availability for the Kern.

Recommendation
Support scientific watershed management, adjust projections

as feasable and plan accordingly.

WATER QUALITY
Signs warning "Swim at your own risk" ar
just poor attempts to give fair warning.

one upstream and in cool weather.

Oxygen level sampling was d
ummer heat and a pool situation.

These levels would decrease in s
This oil producing region has had many seismic surveys over -the
years. The shot holes often permeated

port unfiltered contami
porter of Giardia and other wate

Subsidized overgrazing.
1ack of sewage systems upsiream.

Eackflushing of treatment plants.
Untreated street runoff.

crease¢ floodplain housing of animals and mane.
6-414
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e not true mitigations--

the aquifer and thus can trans-i

nants directly, thus the river may be a trans- |
rborne diseases and contaminants f{rom:
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crossvalley transport may carry undesirable elements
such as selenium anc otner elements on a 100p trl
resulting in a Kesterson on the Kern.

Recommendation

Shot holes should be found and capped with no assumption that
all have been found.

Monitoring should consider cummulative effects.

Removal of horses from the river bed.

L ' An equestrian bridge near Manor Street

! Three watering troughs/rest. areas to be adjacent to the

I ‘ Pierce Road coffee shops area and equidistant to the

i parkway boundaries.

r Restriction of camping to designated campgrounds.

t. Elemination of chemical and non organic toxic usage in the

. primary and secondary floodplains.

i Re-oxygenate by use of weir riffles or baffles or recreational
flumes. ’

Address street runoff on both immediate and long term basis.

Consider diversion to canals.

L¥ Consider diversion to oil field sumps for later water
or steam flooding.

Q;; The practice of diversion to sumps as playfields is

questionable.
5 Assume treatment eventually will be mandated anyway and
- plan new infrastructure accordingly.
' REVEGETATION
|} Previous attempts at planting have dismally failed. These and
current schemes at mass planting are attempts by urban means which

requires wildland and riparian protocols. Urban methods of water
systems and chemical use are not practical, neccessary or inviron-
mentally sound. Exhibiting neither experience nor expertise at
wildland revegetation, but rather precipitous enthusiasm, current
plans are but a compounding of error.

A same age or monoculture riparian forest is not only visually
weird, but also an invitation to disease, insect infestation anc

wildlife.

Much of the current climax vegetation is exotic grasses cf

5-7
Con'!

nich water competition.
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Impcrted trees will no% de harcened cff to local conaitions.

rted tr
Such as co survive, will exnitit growta at a lessened rate anad

poor healcth.
Recommencation

Follow standard re-vegetation practices:

Utilize non-scarifying fire management to remove exotics
and regenerate native vegetation.

Plant trees on a continuing basis.

Replant native grasses and species where not naturally
reseeded.

Participate in the California Riparian Restoration Conference
(September, 1988).
Leave all existing trees, snags and deadfalls.

Utilize the County's chippers and seek State and Federal
professional input.

Re-activate the nursery at Lerdo, growing deep-rooted trees
in PVC pipe.

Utilize native trees from the Fish and Game and Nature Conser-
vancy nurseries at Kernville.

WILDLIFE

Oxygen sampling being done at high level times of January,
February, ard June; I would submit that a significant difference
will occur in later, hot months and in a large pool; hence comes
the problem of aquatic weed control and less wildlife.

Monofilament line and fishing gear is a major source of inad-
vertant wildlife kill.

. The problem of exotics, feral and domestic predation, is not
fully addressed.

Enough has been said and emotions stirred concerning toxic
effects of chemicals on wildlife and humans that I would prefer,
only to discuss their interruption of the food chain only. Recrea-
tional fisherfolk attempt to "match the hatch'--an impossibility
when there is no hatch. The targets of chemicals are prey species

for desirable wildlife.

Recommendation

Aeriation riffles or baffles on all river weirs.

Tubing-boating ways on the wier sides.

8-24
Con't.

8-25
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Commence with {ishing regulations of fly only anc ovarbless
nooks.,

Rock all scourable areas for habitat and breeding.

Donut-hole islands should be constructed; chicken wire screen-
ing should be installed for habitat protection.

Leash laws should be enacted and enforced throughout the County.

Such exotics pig, oppossum and white Bass, etc., should be
elimenated and monitored for return to the corridor.

I reiterate:: that toxics (except organics such as Rotenone)
and all chemicals should be banned.

Retain all trees, snags, and deadfalls.

Adjacent.screen planting should also be native with Habitat
capability.

AMPITHEATER

All éiscussion pro or con seems somewhat redundant as no need
is shown especially when facilities exist across the street and

elsewhere.

Floating stages and band shells are common parkway items and
cause no significant impact.

The city has a portable stage already, though in need of
esthetic improvement.

HISTORICAL/VISUAL

The historical element ceases at the century's turn ignoring
the river's "Hooverville'" era of the Depression. This had:

National policy impact.
Regional character influence.

Recommendation

Remove current graffitti at the de facto rest stops at
bridge undercrossings.

Through local historical associations, schools, etc.,
replace with historical interpretive nurals.

Seal with a clear anti-graffitti coat.

6-47
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SAFETY

Unfortunately this is usually ccnsicerec in a rronititive
manner, but throughout ry discussion is a thread of crcactive
safety; however the following restrictions are deeme.. desiravle:

A bottle ordinance.
Camping restricted to designated campgrounds.
Open fires and fireworks disallowed.

Bike path speed limit is regulated to 15 MPH with event
exemption, on the American River Parkway and should be
adopted here.

Barbed hook lures should be prohibited.

Proactively, the proposed boating/tube runs such as the' ™=
Denver Greenway Foundation built on the Platte wiers and canals,
would attract recreational usage to the parkway which will be
definitely safer than that upstream as the current annual body
count attests.

Further: Bridges including equestrian, should have allowance
in the downstream, wester, side for pedestrian, bicycle and fishing

activity.

Consideration should be given to a ranger system of patrol
co-incidental with adjoining regional park and recharge areas.

While the 2010 Circulation Element portrays a passe', grandiose
mind-set, this E.I.R. proves that those measures which are most
cost effective and involve the least maintenance and manicuring
will have the least environmental damange.
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For almost 3 decade there has
been 2 heuted. on-going de-
bate swarking around the pro-
Montana Wilderness
Bill. It's no wonder, since the
Congressional  decision, ex-
this vear, will deter-
mune the fate of six million
acres of ruadiess woodlands,
up to 13 million of which
could become Wilderness.
But nowhere 1n the stie
have the issues been as hocly
contested as they have in Wis-

. dom (pop. 100). The commu-

nirv, located in the Big Hole
\alley in the southwestern
pan of the state. has been bit-
teriv divided over use of the
land. and neighbor has been
praed aganst pexghbor.

On one side are business-
men and logpers. who fear
Wisdom will become a ghost
town without the amber in-
dusry jobs. “If that umber was
mamaged right. vou could
grow a harvesuable ree every
100 vears.” savs John Wilke.
whose sawmill cuts 700,000
board feet per vear and em-
plovs six residents. “Problem
is that umber never his been
properly logged. There's no
future for mv son here now. If
the wilderness bill passes. it's
going 10 move a loc of people
out” Wilke's family has been

TIMBER WARS
Montana Wilderness Bill sparks 2 community crisis.

Raonchers fear clearcuts destroy watersheds.

in the Big Hole since 1881.

On the odher side are
ranchers and emvironmenal-
ists, who want 0 end com-
mercial logging in the Big
Hole \alley. “They [the Forest
Service} are cunting wees fster
than tevl! grow back.”™ sns
JB. Anderson. 3 member of
the Big Hole Ranchers’ Asso-
ciation. “A lot of these folks
used w be mv friends. but
they won't speak 10 me any
maore.”

A kx of people realize thau
even the final decision won'
resolve the split. "1i'll be over
on paper.” savs Wisdom Mar-
ket owner Norman Fucher.

*but it'll never be over in the
valley. There'll be hard feel-
ings whichever w»ay it gues
The Big Hole Valley is guing
0 make a2 giamn leap from
1900 to 1990 all at once and
it's going 10 tear ovenonne

apart.

The land thax has split Wis-
dom is 2 200.000-acre wact in
the Beaverhead National For-
est. As an incentive for the om-
ber companies to cut the vir-
allv worthiess Bepverhead um-
ber. the Forest Service makes
available large waas at a low
price and includes logging
roads—paid with Congres-
sional appropriauons—in the

sale. The Beaverhead Nat
Forest makes available
mullion board feet of i
poule pine per vear n a
that has never made 2

on umber. In fact. three
lion dollany 2 vear s lo
the U.S. Government on
at umber sales here.

In the past, ranchers
ported Forest Service
pulicies. Now. thev
clearcutting wall desuon
wumershed by exposing
SNORTOVEr 1O sun. The
wall melr quidkd :n the st
and there wall be no wae
imgation later in the se
They aiso wormy about juy
aamny bringing i sp
knapweed, which ster
the sol.

“The ranchers furced ¢
sue when they decided
with the environmenta
svs Damni tacobson. ooy
the Antiers Saloon. “The
gue thar the logming nuac
a deficit. but I'd rathet
them spend :t here thun
it go tw the Contras. Wi
ven't got a pancheck in
una Weve run our of
seady b there 1s. The pr
who use wildemess ure g
allv from vur-ol-state and
granola bars.”

—~Perry

MURDER ON THE APPALACHIAN TRALL

How §afe are the forests?

On Friday the 13th of May.
™0 wumen out for a fen dns
of hiking on the Appalachian
Trail (AT) were shot in
Michaux Saie Forest in south-
ern Pennsvhamia  One was
killed and the other wuunded.

Wiiun mu weeks of the in-
Cident. 3 suspect was anpre-
hended and the tras! nus once
agam considered safe o wulk
Uniortunateh. the  pubiicoe
seit many nikers packasy for
home

Braan King pubhic relaions

12 SpuemnnT JORS Aadiyviciar

director of the Appalachian
Trail Corference (ATCL i> en-
couraginz hikers to keep 2
balancet perspecuve. “There
are betveen three and four
million people who hike the
ruil ewr vear. for penods
rangmng tron 2 e hours w a
six-montis tirough-hike from
Geunz t« Mane. There june
only beurr three murdera on
e AT ot the past 15 vears,
thats one out of aerv 173
cullion wat vistors

Tivwe herosmicat and crinves

6-49

that occur on the AT are al-
most alwavs commutted by lo-
cal residents. King savs. Camp-
sites and shelers near roads
are ofien the scenes of beer
parues and hell-raising. (The

most recent murder occ.rred - ]
8. Dot cry firearms

3 quaner-mii¢ from a quad.)
The ATC ¢ attempung t
moae the il anae from

roads and oo publich’

ovwned linds.

Sull. peuple need 0 ke
precautions. King s The
ATC suzments the follonmvinyg
guidehine. winch an apEl
ww wal or np
1 Dot ke alone
2 sgorm okixers

3. Dress consenamuly

4. Aoid all provucanon.
5. Be quuows 2 Srung
6. Don 1 broagicast vour »

arv b
=, Camp g froma vad:
«motr velticles

9'Ehmunate  opponumn
den

10 It vou Witness, or are
un e hamesment.
n proanth -

For me e uetilcd dnker

oo Eodchines. conua: Ay

chiun Trui Cunlerence

s, »™ Harpess Fure
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVYICE

SACRAMENTO ENDANGERED SPECIES OFFICE
2800 Cottage Way, Room E-1823
Sacramento, California 95825-1846

UG 16 1588 -

: RECEIVE],
In Reply Refer To:
TAR/1-1-88-TA-232 AUG 1 91988
Mr. James D. Movius PSLYNSJFG sg;bfpsfut\'._ir

Acting Principal Planner

City of Bakersfield

Planning Department

1501 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, Califormnia 93301

Subject: Draft Kern River Parkway Plan Environmental Impact
Report

Dear Mr. Movius:

This responds to your June 28, 1988, request for review and
comment on the subject document. Prior correspondence relating
to this project has been conveyed to the City of Bakersfield
(City) Planning Department in letters dated May 27, 1987, and’
Pebruary 11, 1988. The Kern River Parkway (Parkway) forms a
natural corridor connecting remaining wildlands in the eastern
and western portions of the San Joaquin Valley. Maintenance of
this corridor is important for providing a route for dispersal
and gene exchange among increasingly isolated populations of the
federally listed, endangered San Joaquin kit fox (Vulpes macrotis
mutica).

furveys conducted of the project area for federally listed and

andidate species documented the widespread occurrence of the
san Joaquin kit fox. The species could be affected by proposed
‘actions, in effect “"taken"” by harm, mortality, or harassment, or
through the loss of habitats necessary for cover, foraging,
denning, and raising of young. Measures proposed to reduce
and/or offset these anticipated effects include acquisition of
important parcels of privately owned lands necessary to maintain
continuity of habitats and dispersal corridors for kit foxes and
other species, removal or redesigning of proposed Parkway
structures, using preconstruction surveys to locate and protect
kit fox denning areas, restricting incompatible uses such 4s off-
road vehicle "free-play”, and enhancing on-site areas to offset
the loss of habitats from proposed development (Jones and Stokes
Associates 1988).
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Regardless of the mitigative value of these measures designed to
reduce "incidental take" of the kit fox, the proposed actions
affecting such take must be permitted pursuant to Section 10 of
the Endangered Species Act prior to implementation of the Parkway
plan. The ongoing effort for metropolitan Bakersfield by the
City and County of Kern (County) likely would provide the
appropriate vehicle under Section 10. Absent using the future
Bakersfield conservation plan, a separate incidental take permit
should be sought for the actions proposed in the Parkway plan.

The draft document logically and concisely outlines the proposed
project actions_and provides measures to mitigate for adverse
effects to the kit fox associated with these actions. We concur
that implementation of these mitigation measures is necessary for
the species. We recommend that proposed structures or facilities
be re~sited ocutside of currently extant habitats for this
sSpecies, where feasible. Protection of the Parkway for
endangered species and sensitive habitats also compliments a
regional conservation plan being developed pursuant to Section 10

of the Endangered Species Act for the Bakersfield metropolitan
area.

As a means of affording the San Joaquin kit fox additional
protection during future use, we recommend that the following

measures be incorporated as pto;ect actions in the final
environmental impact report:

(1) sSpecific measures to rehabilitate previously degraded
habitats on-site should be clearly stated in the text.
These measures should include, for example, removing trash,
recontouring disturbed surface profiles and re-seeding grass
and shrubs, eliminating noxious "weedy” species such as
Russian thistle [Salsola australis (=iberica)], monitoring
success of restoratlon efforts, restricting incompatible
uses to maximize restoration rates and success, and, if

necessary, tepeatlng these processes until restoration has
been achieved.

(2) The City, as an enhancement measure for the San Joaquin kit
fox, should also consider placement of additional artificial
denning structures along the Parkway in areas containing
seemingly favorable habitats where biological surveys
indicated a paucity of denning sites. The placement of such
structures could serve to provide important predator (i.e.,
dogs and coyote) escape cover, sites for rearing young, and
increased continuity of usable habitat along the Kern River
channel. Although the current intent in the draft

environmental impact report is to replace kit fox dens
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unavoidably lost with such structures, additional

undocumented denning sites may well also be lost during
proposed construction actions.

(3) The document should discuss effects on the San Joaquin kit
fox of future vegetation manipulation and rodent control
activities. More detailed discussion is available in our
prior correspondence of February 11, 1986. The proposed 8-3(-
channel bank stabilization measures, including vegetation
with grasses and shrubs, apparently will also benefit the
San Joaquin kit fox.

(4) Timing of implementation of various specified mitigation
measures relative to the impacting projects is crucial, and
not clearly specified in the document. The following o F
recommendations relate to this aspect of your project: ‘

(a) Pre-construction surveys for San Joaquin kit fox dens ,
should be conducted within 60 days of planned date of :
conastruction. This action will maximize the 81 «
opportunity for locating and protecting dens prior to
onset of construction.

(b) Restoration work should precede or be undertaken
concurrently with planned develcopment. Prolonged i
delays in restoration work start-up will increase the g «
negative effects of planned developments to the San ‘
Joaquin kit fox and the candidate species, San Joaquin N
antelope squirrel (Ammospermophilus nelsoni). ;

(c) Mitigation lands (specifically two private parcels )
immediately west of Golden State Highway and Highway 85:
99) should be acquired expeditiously. They have been P
proposed for acquisition and protection to partially ,
offset proposed Parkway developments. o

(5) Provisions in the Parkway plan should provide sufficient f

flexibility to allow for future adjustments in planned .

actions consistent with a more regional conservation plan 8

currently being developed by the City and County for Lo

federally listed species. The Parkway plan appears to

compliment the more regional plan at this time. i

The San Joaquin kit fox and San Joaquin antelope squirrel are e
listed as threatened by the State of California. You should -
review any obligations that your agency may have under the 8{
California Endangered Species Act with the California Department | =
of Fish and Game. The agency contact representative is Dr. Larry

Eng, 916/445-1383.
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Thank you'for the opportunity to provide comments at this time.
We have appreciated the continued close coordination among our

respective staffs during the development of this project. If we
may be of further assistance, please contact Ted Rado of my staff

at 916/978-4866.

Sincerely,

Gail C. Kobetich
Pield Supervisor

chief, Endangered Species, portland, OR (FPWE-SE; Attn: Ralph

Swanson)
Field Supervisor, Ecological Services, Sacramento, CA (ES=S)

Dr. Larry Eng., california Department of Fish and Game, 1416

Ninth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 A
Mr. Ron Rempel, California pepartment of Fish and Game, 1234

E. Shaw Ave., Ffresno, CA 93710

cc:
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KERN CO. CNPS
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

2815 la Cresta Dr. .

Bakersfield, Ca 93305
] E; CIVE?
DEC ol E JD\

Aug. 20, 1988
AUG1 5 a9g

CITY OF BAKEITF LT,

-

j. .- ius PLANMING DIBARTAAZNT

City of Bakersfield

Planning Department
1501 Truxtun Ave. .
Bakersfield, CA 93301 o

Dear Mr. Movius:

We are pleased with the work done by Jones & Stokes Associates on the Draft

EIR on the Kern River Parkway Plan. Especially we like their recomendations L

for planting native plants in the Parkway and considering the reintroduction

of some of the "special-status" plants that are no longer found along the
Kern River. ..

Use of native plants will be both educational to the commmity and also will - h

make it an authentic Bakersfield park. Hopefully the species used will
be indigenous to this area. Use of natives will require less water and

since they already grow in this area quite successfully they will not need 8-365

any fertilization or insect control. Also, native plants would be beneficial
to local native wildlife which forage and live in the floodplain.

We will be available if any assistance is needed on local - suitable sources -

of native plants and also our organizational members have much expertise in o
the requirements for successful planting of local natives. 4
Sincerely, .
A ,s *
Lorraine L'Herrou Unger J e
Treasurer
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EXCERPT, PL/C Minutes of 8/4/88

KERN RIVER PARKWAY PLAN DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (DEIR) -
ADEQUACY HEARING

Brre sy

Planning Director Hardisty introduced Mr. Jim Movius, Principal Planner
for the Planning Department who was responsible for coordinating the
environmental review of the Kern River Parkway Plan and Mr. Gene Bogart
fi who is the primary coordinator of the plan.

© R e

The consultants were also present who were contracted to write the EIR
- on the plan.

AT
PO

Mr. Hardisty informed Commission that the purpose of this action 1is to
consider the adequacy of the EIR only.

-~
-

Mr. Jim Movius reviewved for Coumission the plan area. He then intro-
: duced Ms. Debbie Loh, project planner for Jones & Stokes who prepared
= the DEIR and the biologist Dr. Ted Beedy who worked on the project.

Public hearing was opened.

Mrs. Lorraine Unger, an officer of the Kerm County Chapter of the

California Native Plant Society stated they are pleased with Chapter 8

pertaining to biological resources and were also pleased with Jones & 8-37
Stokes report with the emphasis of the use of native plants and do not

-, find any fault with the adequacy of the DEIR. She also thanked Mr.

Movius and the consultants for their work om this.

B Mr. Arthur Unger representing the Sierra Club echoed Mrs. Unger's com=—
ments. Be referred to Chapter 9, Traffic and made comment with regard
L to non-existent roads that are not addressed in the DEIR.

ko5 Mr. Dennis Fox was in agreement with the DEIR, but was concerned with
up stream water qualities. He felt that for public safety a camping
ordinance and bottle ordinance should be addressed. He also stated
that the Circulation Element will cause a severe negative impact and
should be addressed.

5-8
3-14
9-11

Public hearing was closed.

Coumissioner Milazzo referred to Chapter 6 regarding the amphi-theater

and referred to a statement made regarding seating for 300 and asked if

the theater vere successful and needed to grow should the affects of a §-8
larger theater be taken into account as opposed to gsomething of 300

seats.

Ms. Loh replied that the standards that were used for the recreational
analysis were taken from the Nacional Recreation and Parks Commission
and they don't have standards for amphi-theaters and because of that
that particular activicy was not looked at in a quancitative way as
wich the ocher activities that are being proposed.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BEFORE THE PLANNING COMMISSION
OF THE CITY OF BAKERSFIELD

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held before
the Planning Commission of the City of Bakersfield at 5:30 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as the matter may be heard on THURSDAY, AUGUST 4, 1988, in the
City Council Chamber of City Hall, 1501 Truxtun Avenue, Bakersfield,
California, for the purpose of hearing public testimony on the adequacy of
the Kern River Parkway DEIR.

The Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) has been prepared for
a proposed amendment to the Kern River Plan Element of the Bakersfield
Metropolitan Area General Plan to accommodate the proposal generally
described below:

KERN RIVER PARKWAY PLAN

The project is located in and along the Kern River west

of Manor Street to the Stockdale Highway Bridge. The
proposal involves a plan to provide passive recreational
opportunity and habitat preservation along the river
corridor. Uses proposed include equestrian and bike trails,
recreation areas, amphitheater, riparian areas and water
recharge facilities. Various amendments to the Kerm River
Plan Element are necessary to accommodate proposed changes

in land use.

Copies of the DEIR are available for public review or purchase in
the City of Bakersfield Planning Department, 1501 Truxtun Avenue (Annex
Building), Bakersfield, California during normal work day hours 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. Copies of the DEIR are also available at Beale Memorial Library
located at 701 Truxtun Avenue.

The focus of hearing will be on the objectivity and adequacy of
the DEIR in discussing possible impacts on the environment, ways in which
adverse effects might be minimized, and alternatives to the project in
light of the intent of the California Environmental Quality Act, to provide
decision~makers with useful informarion about such factors.

Anyone wishing to speak on the adequacy of the DEIR may do so at
the public hearing. Written testimony on the adequacy of the DEIR may also
be submitted at the hearing or to the City of Bakersfield Development
Services Department, 1501 Truxtun Avenue, Bakersfield, California, 93301 to
the attention of James Movius (805) 326-3733 no later than August 14, 1988.

Any person challenging in court the decision made at the conclu-
sion of such public hearing may be limited to raising only those issues
raised at such hearing or in correspondence delivered to the City of
Bakersfield prior to the close of such hearing.

DATED: July 22, 1988

ﬂ/nkrpp
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AGENDA

REGULAR MEETING OF THE
PLANNING COMMISSION
OF THE CITY OF BAKERSFIELD

Council Chamber, City Hall Thursday, August 4, 1988
5:30 p.m.
Study meeting: 12 noon
Monday, August 1, 1988
South Wing Basement Conference

Room
1. ROLL CALL
COMMISSIONERS: DAVID K. COBN, Chairman

TERI BJORN, Vice Chairperson
DENNIS M. GRONBECK

RON JARRETT

DAVID MILAZZO

BARBARA PATRICK

KATE ROSENLIEB

It is the policy of the Planning Commission
to adjourn each meeting by 9 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as the item at hand is completed.

2. PUBLIC STATEMENTS

ANY PERSON WISHING TO SPEAK BEFORE THE COMMISSION SHALL FILL OUT A
SPEAKER'S CARD AND PRESENT IT TO THE SECRETARY PRIOR TO°
COMMENCEMENT OF THE MEETING. ANY PERSON WHOSE NAME APPEARS ON THE
AGENDA OR WISHES TO SPEAK REGARDING A PUBLIC HEARING NEED NOT FILL
OUT A SPEAKER'S CARD. '

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL

Planning Commission decisions on Zone Changes, Site Plan Reviews,
Parcel Maps and Tentative Subdivision Maps are subject to appeal by
any person aggrieved. No permit shall be issued for any use
involved in an application until after the final acceptance date of
appeal.

Such appeal must be filed in writing within 10 days from date of
hearing, addressed to the City Council, c/o Office of the City
Clerk, 1501 Truxtun Avenue, Bakersfield, CA 9330l. A $105 filing
fee must be included with appeals. .

If no appeal is received within the specified time period, the
action of the Planning Commission shall become final.



Agenda, P./C, 8/4/88

3.

Page 2
PUBLIC HEARING - ZONE CHANGE

1) FILE 4781 -- Time set for public hearing on an application by
the CITY OF BAKERSFIELD PLANNING COMMISSION to amend the zon-
ing boundaries of said properties from an R-l (One Family
Dwelling); R-2-D (Limited Multiple Family Dwelling-Design
Overlay); C-0 (Commercial and Professional Office); C-2-D
(Commercial-Design Overlay); M-l (Light Industrial); M-1-D
(Light Industrial-Design Overlay); A (Agricultural); OS
(Open Space):; FP-P (Floodplain Primary); FP-S (Floodplain
Secondary); to an R-1-FP-S (One Family Dwelling-Floodplain
Secondary); R-2-D-FP-S (Limited Multiple Family
Dwelling-Floodplain Secondary); C-0-FP-S (Commercial and
Professional Office-Floodplain Secondary); C-2-D-FP-§
(Commercial-Design Overlay-Floodplain Secondary); M-1-FP-S
(Light Industrial-Floodplain Seccndary); M-1-D-FP-S (Light
Industrial-Design Overlay-Floodplain Secondary); A-FP-S
(Agricultural-Floodplain Secondary); OS-FP-S (Open
Space-Floodplain Secondary); FP-S (Floodplain Secondary); and
FP-P (Floodplain Primary) Zones, of those certain properties
in the City of Bakersfield located within the city limits
along the Kern River. (Negative declaration on file)

RoOll call vote

PUBLIC HEARING - DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE PROJECT
COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE KERN RIVER PARKWAY PLAN LOCATED ALONG THE
KERN RIVER WEST OF MANOR STREET TO THE STOCKDALE HIGHWAY BRIDGE

Time set for the purpose of receiving input on the adequacy of the
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR), prepared for the Kern
River Parkway Plan.

CERTIFICATION OF THE FINAL SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

(FSEIR) FOR THE BAKERSFIELD AIRPARK EXPANSION MASTER PLAN UPDATE.

Roll call vote

STAFF REPORT

1) PRESENTATION OF THE WESTSIDE CORRIDOR STUDY

Motion to refer to General Plan Committee.

ADJOURNMENT

e

JACK HARDISTY, Secretary
Planning Director

-



e

o

STAFF REPORT
PLANNING COMMISSIOR

Meeting of August 4, 1988

AGENDA ITEM # 4

SUBJECT: Kern River Parkway plan Draft Environmental Impact
Report (DEIR) - Adequacy Hearing.

PROJECT LOCATION: Kern River Corridor west of Manor Street to
Stockdale Highway Bridge.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The DEIR considers implementation of the proposed Kern River
parkway Plan (Parkway pPlan). The plan would provide recreational
opportunities and habitat preservation and enhancement for the
1,400-acre study area at the above-described location. The
parkway Plan, as outlined in the Conceptual Plan Map, would allow
continuation of the Parkway's current flood control and water
conservation uses. It would also bring recreational areas,
greenbelts, and walking and riding trails to the Parkway and pro-
vide open space for the long-term preservation of native habitat.

The Kern River Plan Element (KRPE), adopted in 1985, is the pri-
mary document currently controlling land use within the Parkway.
The KRPE calls for development of a plan for the Kern River to
provide recreational opportunities and habitat preservation and
enhancement. The Parkway Plan responds to numerous KRPE poli-
cies, including those calling for:

o preparation of a biologizal resources inventory,

o preparation of a year-round flow study,

e development of a master list of plant species suitable for
park and recreational landscaping,

preparation of a specific trails plan,
° improved access to the Parkway,

s econtinuation of current channel maintenance and flood con-
trol activities in the Parkway, and

¢ continuation of existing groundwater recharge activities.
Adoption of the Parkway Plan as an appendix to the Kern River

pian Element would require amendments to the element as displayec
in DEIR Figure 4-1.
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Kern River Parkway Plan DEIR (continued)

BACKGROUND:

in accordance with the california Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), statff determined that the parkway project had the poten~-
tial to significantly effect the environment and required the

preparation of an EIR.

A draft document was prepared with the assistance of Jones and
Stokes Associates (consulting firm) and delivered to the city on
June 22, 1988. Copies of the document have been distributed to
decision-makers, various state and local agencies, interest
groups and individuals for the required 45-day review period
which began on July 1, 1988 and will end on August 14, 1988.

After the review period, all comments must be responded to. The
DEIR plus responses to comments make up the Final EIR which will
be considered for compliance with CEQA by the Planning
commission. At that time, the Planning Commission will also take
action on the proposed amendments to the Kern River Plan Element
and Parkway Plan adoption. Planning Commission recommendations
regarding EIR certification and General .Plan Amendment will be
transmitted to the Kerm County Board of Ssupervisors for review
and recommendation (Kern River Plan Element requirement), then to

the City Council for final action.

PURPOSE OF AUGUST 4TH HEARING:

Council Resolution 107-86 reguires that the Planning Commission
hold a public hearing to receive input on the adequacy of the
DEIR in discussing possible impacts upon the environment, mitiga-
tion measures and project alternatives. Testimony should focus
on the adeguacy of the DEIR to satisfy the requirements of CEQA
and provide any additional jnformation which may be valuable for
determining environmental impacts. This hearing and the availa-

" bility of the DEIR has been advertised in the Bakersfield
californian. additionally. everyone receiving a copy of the DEIR
was notizied of the opportunity for comment.

The consultant, Jones and Stokes Associates, will be at the meet-
ing to address guestions or make clarifications as directed

by the Commission.

At the end of the hearing, 2ll comments will be collected for
responses during preparation of the Final EIR. It is not
necessary nor suqgoested that 2ll comments receive resoponses at
The August 4th hearing, &5 manv may reguire Zurther analys:S.




ccaff Report, pL/C, 8/4/88 Page 3

Kern Rilver parkwav Plan DEIR (continued)

SUGGESTED ACTION:

open the public hearing regarding adequacy of the DEIR to receive
verbal or written comments from the audience. It is recommended
that the Commission organize the taking of testimony by subject
The following outline provides the 1ist of topics analyzed in the

DEIR in consecutive order.

CHAPTER SUBJECT DEIR PAGE
1 Introduction 1-1
2 summary of Findings 2-1
3 Project Description 3-1
4 Land Use 4-1
5 Rydrology, Drainage and Water Quality 5-1
6 Recreational Facilities 6-1
7 cultural Resources 7-1
8 Biological Resources 8-1
9 rraffic & Circulation 9-1

10 Public Services & Facilities 10-1
11 Soils and Geology 11-1
12 visual Quality 12-1
13 Noise 13-1
14 Air Quality 14-1
15 Impacts of Project Alternatives 15-1
16 Cumulative Impacts l16-1
17 Feasibility of Establishment of 17-1
Minimum Annual Flow :
N/A

mechnical Appendix

After comments are received, close the public hearing and inform
the audience that comments will be responded to in the final doc-
ument to be available in September. IR accordance with the
california Environmental Quality Act, those who provided comments
will receive a cOpY of the Final EIR. ‘

p/szkIpp
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i. Appendix 1l contains the following :

E o Letter from Kern County COG on the status of the Westside Highway
Corridor (SR 58/178 Corridor)
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KEDN CO6

KERN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

£ Y

s August 17, 1988 o o
- RECEH \‘/);‘LD
. AUG1 97998

cT - BAKZIRSFIZLD
P2 G4NG DIPARTMENT

£ Jack Hardisty, Planning Director
; City of Bakersfield

. 1501 Truxtun Avenue

Bakersfield, california 93301

B

SUBJECT: KERN RIVER PARKWAY PLAN DEIR

Dear Mr.ﬁ%&gﬂjhky:

This letter is in response to an inquiry from Mr. Jim Movius
P concerning the location and status of the Westside Highway
' Corridor Project and its relationship to the Karn River. As you
are awvare;, during the past four years state and 1local
transportation agencies have been addressing the transportation
needs of the metropolitan Bakersfield area. Special emphasis has
been directed to the Highway 58/178 Corridor.

p The third and final phase of this program was the development of
s the Westside Highway Corridor Study. The Westside Highway
— Corridor, as presently identified, crosses the Kern River at the
Santa Fe Railroad Crossing. The proposed corridor then follows
the river channel, on -the north side, for approximately three

1. miles to Calloway Road and then turns in a westerly direction.

P Prior to the construction of a transportation project, such as the

o Westside Highway, a final Route Adoption Study and Environmental
Document must be completed. These studies will address the

environmental impacts of the final project. The responsible
agency for implementing the final project will be the California
State Department of Transportation.

Once the final highway alingment is identified, the environmental
issues must be addressed.

Sincerely,

£ @ak

BARTON R. MEAYS,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

BRM:dc
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Appendix 111

o

Appendix 111 contains the following:

P

o Ordinance relative to sleeping in public places (adopted

September 1%, 1988)
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ORDINANCE NO. NEW SERIES

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF BAKERSFIELD ADDING CHAPTER 9.70 TO
TITLE 9 OF THE BAKERSFIELD MUNICIPAL
CODE RELATIVE TO SLEEPING IN PUBLIC

PLACES.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Bakersfield
as follows:

SECTION 1.

Chapter 9.70 is hereby added to Title 9 of the Bakersfield
Municipal Code to read as follows:

Chapter 9.70
SLEEPING IN PUBLIC PLACES

Sections:

9.70.010 Sleeping in public places.
9.70.020 Violation - Penalty.

9.70.010 Sleeping in public places.

Except as otherwise authorized by permit issued pursuant
to section 12.56.020 J. of this Code, it is unlawful for any person:

A. To camp, or to place, erect, or maintain for the
purpose of camping or sleeping, any tent, house trailer, motor-

. home, camper, or any other camping facility or shelter of any

kind whatsoever on any public property of this. City; or

B. To sleep out of doors on any public property, includ-
ing City parks, sidewalks, or City owned parking lots and parking
structures, between sunset and sunrise.

9.70.020 Violation - Penalty.

Any person who violates any of the provisions in this
chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall
be punishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00)
or by imprisonment in the County jail for not more than six (6)
months, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

17



SECTION 2.

This ordinance shall be posted in accordance with the
City Charter provisions and shall become effective on December 1,

1989.

1 HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was passed
and adopted by the Council of the City of Bakersfield at a regular
meeting thereof held on , by the

following vote:

CITY CLERK and Ex Officio Clerk of the
Council of the City of Bakersfield

APPROVED

MAYOR of the City of Baxerstield

APPROVED as to form:

CITY ATTORNEY of the City of Bakersfield

AJS/meg

O ORD 5
SLEEP.1
8/31/88
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